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Executive Summary 
 
The Society of Jesus in Australia Ltd (SOJA) has encouraged its ministries to take action to care 
for our common home. 1 The SOJA Reconciliation with Creation (RwC) Committee provides 22 
SOJA ministries with the support, resources and coordination that they need for this priority. 
 
The RwC Committee developed an Action Plan Framework to assist SOJA ministries to plan and 
implement their actions to care for our common home. Adoption of this Framework is optional for 
SOJA ministries. 
 
The Society of Jesus Universal Apostolic Preferences and the Australian Province of Society of 
Jesus Apostolic Plan expect that all ministries will care for our common home. The RwC 
Committee message to SOJA ministries is that (1) they must each decide if/how they will take 
action and (2) they must report on their actions. 
 
This is the first annual progress report on SOJA ministries’ actions to care for our common home 
as required by the SOJA Ministries Commission.2 The SOJA Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework 
was only launched in June 2021 and this report found that in just six months: 

 91% of SOJA ministries have a person designated as a contact for the SOJA RwC 
Committee (two parishes are yet to do so); 

 68% of SOJA ministries have a team to plan and implement their care for our common 
home (parishes are the least likely to have a team); 

 41% have a plan that details how they will care for our common home; and 

 36% of ministries are currently using the SOJA Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework (55% 
have not indicated whether they will use the Framework). 

 
The ministries that are taking longest to develop and implement a plan are generally those with 
fewer resources – especially staff/volunteers. Many ministries reported that the prolonged COVID 
restrictions of 2021 have also hampered their ability to develop and implement a plan to care for 
our common home. 
 
The data on what actions SOJA ministries are taking is incomplete as not all Action Plans were 
available. Future annual reports will outline the nature of actions planned and outcomes achieved.  
 
RwC Committee recommendations to SOJA Ministries Commission 

1. Provincial write to all SOJA ministries thanking them for action thus far and offering the 
support from the RwC Project Officer/Committee to assist their further progress; 

2. Share this report with ministries and share the contents of the Executive Summary more 
widely via Province e-newsletter; 

3. SOJA to enrol in the Apostolic See’s Laudato si’ Action Platform by May 2022; 

4. RwC Project Officer funding be maintained with the expectation that additional offers of 
support be provided to SOJA ministries that have yet to take action/report on their care for 
our common home; 

5. RwC Committee be thanked for its work and required to continue supporting and resourcing 
SOJA ministries; and  

6. RwC Committee to provide the next annual progress report by March 2023.  

                                                            
1 SOJA and the Society of Jesus have used various terms to refer to our relationship with the rest of creation. 

This report will use the term “Care for Our Common Home” as it is more readily understood by the public 
and is the term used in Laudato si’, Society of Jesus UAP and Australian Province of the Society of Jesus 
Apostolic Plan  

2 RwC Committee: Terms of Reference #8.2 “Receive RwC Actions Plans and reports on their progress from 

the ministries via the APSOF Ministries Commission.”  

https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
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Comms and 
Development

Education 
Ministries

Young Adult 
MinistriesSocial Ministries

Parish Ministries

Ignatian 
Formation

SOJA Ministries that are engaged with the RwC Committee 
 

There are 22 SOJA ministries with whom the RwC Committee works on behalf of the 

SOJA Ministries Commission. The chart below shows the range of ministry types. The 

greatest number of ministries are in parishes (32%) followed by schools (23%).  

 

This report does not have data on the size of SOJA ministries (either number of FTE 

workers, students/clients/parishioners or expenditure). Anecdotally, it is understood that 

the school sector is the ministry type that impacts on the greater number of people (staff 

and students).  

 

The size of the ministry is not the only indicator of its impact and/or importance. Some of 

the ministries provide significant support to disadvantaged people (e.g. refugees, 

homeless, people in financial distress, and those impacted by criminal justice services). 

The impact and importance of this assistance and accompaniment of the disadvantaged 

and marginalised is also significant as an indicator of the priorities of SOJA and of the 

Society of Jesus. 

 

The RwC Committee has no data on the environmental impact of SOJA ministries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Ignatius Adelaide, SA 

Xavier, Melbourne, Vic 

St Aloysius, Milsons Point, NSW 

Jarjum College, Redfern, NSW 

St Ignatius, Riverview, NSW 

Province administration 

Jesuit Communications 

Sevenhill Cellars 

 

 

Newman College, Melbourne 

Cardoner 

Young Adult Ministries 

 

Jesuit Mission 

Jesuit Social Services 

JRS (Jesuit Refugee Service) 

 

Jesuit & Ignatian Spirituality Aust. 

 
St  Ignatius, Norwood, SA 

Sevenhill & Riverton/ Manoora, SA  

Immaculate Conception, Hawthorn, VIC  

St Ignatius’, Richmond, VIC  

Saint Canice's, Elizabeth Bay, NSW  

Holy Family, Mount Druitt, NSW  

Our Lady of the Way, North Sydney, NSW  

 

Chart 1. SOJA  Ministries engaged with the RwC Committee 
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Development of the SOJA’s Approach to Care For Our Common Home 
 

The importance of environmental sustainability for Jesuit ministries is grounded in: 
1. The Society of Jesus Universal Apostolic Preferences 2019-20293; 
2. The Australian Jesuit Province Apostolic Plan 2019-20244; and 
3. Pope Francis’ Encyclical Laudato si’ (On Care For Our Common Home)5. 

 

In 2020, the Ministries Commission asked the Reconciliation with Creation (RwC) 

Committee to develop an annual Reconciliation with Creation Action Plan template and 

supporting resources for Jesuit ministries. The goal was to assist Jesuit ministries embed 

the Reconciliation with Creation/Care for Our Common Home into their normal operations. 

RwC Committee developed the Action Plan template in 2020 but delayed further work due 

to the dislocation of the COVID-19 and subsequent lockdowns. 

 
Two of the Ministries Commission’s 2021 priorities for the RwC Committee were: 

1. Launching the Ecological Framework/Plan (maybe in May 2021 (24 May is the 
anniversary of Laudato si’ and the Ignatian Year begins May 2021)  

2. Helping ministries adopt the Ecological Framework/Plan 
 

Actions over 2021: 

 30 April, Ministries Commission receive a rehearsal of the Framework presentation to 

be made to ministry leaders; 

 late May and early June 2021, the RwC Committee consult with Heads of Ministries 

and their key leaders to seek their support and suggestions for a Laudato si’ Action 

Planning Framework for Province ministries. (see Appendix 1) 

 late June, Heads of Ministries receive the Laudato si’ Action Planning Framework 

(Framework) which incorporated their suggested changes. A list of Frequently Asked 

Questions was also sent with a letter accompanying the Framework (see Appendix 2) 

 25 June, Province introduced to the Framework via a Jesuit News story and post on 

Province website; 

 July and ongoing, RwC Project Officer assists ministries discern and plan their 

Laudato si’ response; 

 16 August (in response to the ACBC Social Justice Statement), the Provincial wrote to 

ministries stating the complementary nature of the Framework and the Apostolic See’s 

Laudato si’ Action Platform (see Appendix 3) 

 A discernment guide distributed to ministries to assist them engage with the 

Framework (2 versions developed by RwC Committee member and JSS staff member, 

Claire Thomas (schools/parishes and a more secular language version) 

 16 August, RwC Committee present Framework to JCAP ministries via webinar; and 

 Early December, RwC Project Officer consults with ministries regarding their progress. 

                                                            
3 https://www.jesuits.global/sj_files/2020/05/2019-06_19feb19_eng.pdf also echoing the 2008 Decree 3 of 

General Congregation (GC) 35 which encouraged Jesuits to: “establish right relationships with God, with 

one another, and with creation” 
4 https://jesuit.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019-Apostolic-Plan.pdf  
5 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-

laudato-si.html  

https://jesuit.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Laudato-Si-Action-Plan-16-June-2021.pdf
https://jesuit.org.au/laudato-si-action-plan/
https://www.jesuits.global/sj_files/2020/05/2019-06_19feb19_eng.pdf
https://jesuit.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019-Apostolic-Plan.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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SOJA Ministries engagement with the SOJA Laudato Si’ Action Plan Framework 
 

Many SOJA ministries have for a long time had a strong and self-directed response to the 

call to care for our common home.  

 

The words and actions of Jesuit leadership and the RwC Committee over the past year 

have sought to enthuse and support those whose action in this area was lacking in 

consistent energy or strategic focus. 

 

In the consultations with Heads of Ministries, the RwC Committee stated that all ministries 

would be asked to report to the Ministries Commission on their progress in caring for our 

Common Home. The SOJA Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework that was offered to them in 

mid-2021 was an optional process and template. The RwC Committee was very clear that 

each ministry needs to discern the priorities and pathway that most appropriately enables 

them to care for our common home. 

 

Table 1 (pages 6-10) shows the actions of ministries in the first six months of SOJA 

Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework: 

 91% of SOJA ministries have a person designated as a contact for the SOJA RwC 

Committee (two parishes are yet to do so); 

 68% of SOJA ministries have a team to plan and implement their care for our 

common home (parishes are the least likely to have a team); 

 41% have a plan that details how they will care for our common home; and 

 36% of ministries are currently using the SOJA Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework 

(55% have not indicated whether they will use the Framework). 

 

 

The ministries that are taking longest to develop and implement a plan are generally those 

with fewer resources – especially staff/volunteers. Many ministries reported that the 

prolonged COVID restrictions of 2021 have also hampered their ability to develop and 

implement a plan to care for our common home. 
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Table 1. SOJA Ministries Engagement in Care For Our Common Home Programs  
 

Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

Comms and 
Development 

Province 
administration 

John Daly 

Yes.  
- mainly 

Simon and 
John with 
others as 
needed 

Yes 

Yes – 
using 
SOJA 

template 

 No 

Yes. Will 
enrol once 

LSAP 
provides 

the option 
for a 

Province to 
enrol 

(currently 
only The 

Society of 
Jesus and 
individual 

Jesuit 
communities 
can enrol – 

several 
requests 

made for a 
category to 

allow a 
Province to 

enrol) 
 

 Developed a carbon footprint reports for the 
past three years. 

 Developed an environmental sustainability 
plan 

 Reporting on progress to SOJA Board every 3 
months  

 Developing a process to become carbon 
neutral. 

 Working with Cityswitch to assist 
environmental initiatives 

 Renegotiating electricity contract for 100% 
renewable sourced electricity 

 Looking at purchasing offsets for remaining 
emissions 

 Investments are fossil fuel free as well as 
other ethical considerations 

 Completed annual review of the Ethical 
Investment Policy. 

 Commenced development of Ethical 
Purchasing guidelines  

 Adding a page on intranet page to support 
staff environmental action at home 

Jesuit 
Communications 

Michael 
McVeigh 

Yes  
- incorporated 

in editorial team 
No No No 

  As staff were mainly working from home due 
to COVID their environmental impact is 
unaccountable. 

 Editorial planning has a priority on Care for our 
Common Home across all channels – Eureka 
Street, Australian Catholics and Madonna 
magazine. 

 Moving to paperless office procedures 

https://cityswitch.net.au/Resources/CitySwitch-Resources/CitySwitch-case-studies/acat/2/tag/melbourne
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Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

 Will explore possibility of electricity from 
renewable sources 

 All publications use paper with PEFC™ 
(Programme for the Endorsement of Forest 
Certification)  

Sevenhill 
Cellars 

Jonathan 
O’Neill 

     

 Members of Sustainable Winegrowing 
Australia since 2009. 

 Considering become Organic, no decision on 
being carbon neutral 

 Maintain a nature reserve to protect the 
endangered White Spider Orchid  

(RwC Committee not able to obtain more info) 

Young Adult 
Ministries 

Newman 
Guglielmo 

Gottoli 
Yes  Yes   

 Sustainability team comprises of 3 staff and 5 
students meet every three weeks and is 
registered as the Laudato Si' Team with the 
Melbourne University green impact project. 

 Regular homilies and spiritual input on care for 
our common home. 

(RwC Committee not able to obtain more info) 

The Cardoner 
Project 

Eliose 
Farley, 
Jane 

Brennan 

Yes Yes Yes   

 Sustainability plan has a nominated Young 
Adult (YA) intern Sustainability role 

 Plan calls for more sustainable practices: 
CONSCIENTIOUS LIFESTYLE. and OFFICE 

Young Adult 
Ministries 

Sacha 
Bermudez-
Goldman 

SJ 

  Yes   

 Laudato si’ modules with interested parishes 
undertaken by Young Adult ministry (focus on 
ecological education and conversion) 

Education 
Ministries 

Xavier, 
Melbourne, Vic 

Gerry 
Sullivan, 

Mark 
Beers, 
Sarah 

McLean 

Yes     

 Sustainability has been championed by Mark, 
Gerry and various senior College coordinators, 
Gerry currently tasked with implementing 
School Environmental Management Plan 

(RwC Committee not able to obtain more info) 
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Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

St Ignatius’ 
Adelaide, SA 

Nick 
Hauschild     
formerly 

Catherine 
Fleming 

Yes Yes Yes No No 

 Nick will chair the committee that manages 
School Environmental Management Plan 

 Comprehensive School Environmental 
Management Plan 

 Sustainability Policy and Green Procurement 
Policy which have been approved this year 
and will be reviewed in 2023.  

 Ecological education and conversion 

St Aloysius’, 
Milsons Point, 
NSW 

Chris 
Gould with 

Katrina 
Rowan 

Yes Yes  No No 

 Reviewed all the ecology initiatives in the 
College 

 Draft Sustainability Policy ready for 
endorsement 

 Ecological education and conversion 

Jarjum College, 
Redfern, NSW 

Matt Smith 

Yes  
– within the 
network to 

build 
connection 
to country 

   No 

  Sharing First Nation cultural awareness across 
Jesuit ministries 

 Cultural Partnerships – The College has 
engaged in partnerships with a number of 
agencies to promote and support cultural 
connectedness and responsibility. This 
includes partnerships with community groups, 
museums, galleries and gardens. Through 
these partnerships, students and staff gain 
exposure to cultural knowledge sharing and 
develop respect and understanding for 
Indigenous culture 

St Ignatius’, 
Riverview, NSW 

Sharon 
McLean  

Yes, 

Yes with 
Educate 
Magis 

Ignatian 
Caring for 

our 
Common 

Home 

Yes  No No 

 Comprehensive School Environmental 
Management Plan and Caring for Our 
Common Home Action Plan 

 Fr Tom Renshaw has supported Sharon 
McLean in connecting to Ecojesuit On the 
Way to Change 
https://cop26.ecojesuit.com/on-the-way-to-
change/ and implementing Educate Magis 

https://www.educatemagis.org/caring-for-our-common-home/
https://www.educatemagis.org/caring-for-our-common-home/
https://www.educatemagis.org/caring-for-our-common-home/
https://www.educatemagis.org/caring-for-our-common-home/
about:blank
about:blank
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Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

reflection 
guide 

Care for our Common Home Ignatian 
reflection framework. 
www.educatemagis.org/caring-for-our-
common-home/ 

 Staff day unpacking Caring for our Common 
Home reflection guide January 2022 

Social 
Ministries 

Jesuit Mission 
Meg 

Morrison 

Yes  
- Laudato Si 

Action Plan 
Working 
Group.  

Yes Yes   

 Laudato si’ Action Plan developed and 
adopted by Board 

 Meg working with North Sydney Ecology 
group to assist with office sustainability 
journey 

 Indian Bazaar low waste event 

(RwC Committee not able to obtain more info) 

Jesuit Social 
Services 

Claire 
Thomas 

Yes  

Yes - JSS 
ecological 
strategy 

to be 
released 

early 
2022 

  

https://jss.org.au/what-we-do/ecological-justice/ 

 Ecological Justice Hub Brunswick 

 Ecological conversion examen  

 Centre for Just Places builds climate resilience 
advocacy 

 Outdoor Experience program 

 Undertaking business processes to shift 
sustainability culture with JSS 

 Positive screening in JSS Investment policy 

JRS (Jesuit 
Refugee 
Service) 

Anjali 
Roberts 

Yes Yes No No   Engaged Anjali to undertake Laudato Si’ 
planning within JRS Australia 

 

Parishes 

St  Ignatius, 
Norwood, SA 

Angela 
Hazebroek 

(parish 
council) 

     

 Season of Creation event 

 Council officer talks,  

 Recycling bins  

Sevenhill & 
Riverton/ 
Manoora, SA  

Helen 
Thomas 

Yes      
 Season of Creation Mass and awareness 

raising,  

about:blank
about:blank
https://jss.org.au/what-we-do/ecological-justice/
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Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

– a small 
team in 
parish 

 Raised money for Myanmar parish food 
security project,  

 Helen is part of RwC Committee 

Immaculate 
Conception, 
Hawthorn, VIC  

no unknown unknown No    (RwC Committee not able to obtain info) 

St Ignatius’, 
Richmond, VIC  

no unknown unknown No     (RwC Committee not able to obtain info) 

Saint Canice's, 
Elizabeth Bay, 
NSW  

Paul Fyfe 
SJ 

Yes  
- small team 

forming 

    

 Regular homilies and spiritual input on care for 
our common home. 

 Food and other support to disadvantaged 
people 

(RwC Committee not able to obtain more info) 

Holy Family, 
Mount Druitt, 
NSW  

Gregory 
Jacobs SJ 

Part of 
parish plan 

  

LS 
movement 
member/a

nimator 

 

 Regular homilies and spiritual input on care for 
our common home. 

 Parramatta diocese Laudato si’ team 

 Ecology was part of parish Expo in 2021 

 Community gardens project in development 

 Contributor to Laudato si’ Movement parish 
eco guide, story of solar panels 

Our Lady of the 
Way, North 
Sydney, NSW  

Andy 
Nguyen sj 
& Michael 

Gill 

Yes No Yes No 

   North Sydney Parish has an active ecology 
group 
http://northsydneycatholics.com/ministries/envi
ronment-group 

 Annual Laudato si’ Mass 

 Organised a banner outside the church as part 
of Green Faith climate change campaign 

 Joined ARRCC in visits to local MPs 
https://jesuit.org.au/north-sydney-catholics-
join-faith-communities-seeking-climate-justice/ 

 In 2021 the Ecology group was re-invigorated 
by the Laudato si’ Action Plan framework 

http://northsydneycatholics.com/ministries/environment-group
http://northsydneycatholics.com/ministries/environment-group
https://jesuit.org.au/north-sydney-catholics-join-faith-communities-seeking-climate-justice/
https://jesuit.org.au/north-sydney-catholics-join-faith-communities-seeking-climate-justice/
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Ministry type Ministry 
RwC 

contact 
person 

Has a team 
to plan and 
implement 
Laudato si’ 
response 

Is using 
SOJA 

Laudato si’ 
planning 

framework 

Has a 
Laudato si’ 
plan (either 

SOJA or 
another 

template) 

Has enrolled 
in the 

Vatican 
Laudato si’ 

Action 
Platform 

Will enrol 
in the 

Vatican’s 
Laudato 

si’ Action 
Platform 

Summary of progress 

process to look at a previous survey and 
connected with Jesuit Mission to work more 
closely together 

 

Ignatian 
Formation 

Jesuit and 
Ignatian 
Spirituality 
Australia 

Sue Martin 

Yes  
– early 

stages of 
forming 

Yes 

    Being with God in Nature offerings 

 International Ignatian Ecospirituality 
Conference 25-30 April 2022 

 JISA National gathering March 2022  

 



 

pg. 13 

SOJA Ministries and the Phases of the SOJA Laudato Si’ Action Plan Framework  

 

Ministries had the option of using the SOJA Laudato si' Action Planning Framework 

developed by the RwC Committee as a process for their approach to care for our common 

home. As reported earlier 36% of ministries are using that Framework and 55% have not 

indicated whether they will use the Framework. 

 

Chart 2 was developed using the data in Table 1 to give an indication of how the activities 

of SOJA ministries correspond of the various phases in the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan 

Framework6. This is only an indication as many ministries only provided a verbal report to 

the RwC Project Officer. These verbal reports reported their care for our common home 

activities without reference to the phases in the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework. 

 

The phases in the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework have a sequential aspect in 

that the ministry is invited to: 

1. provide a reason for action (encourage ecological conversion); 

2. obtain the necessary approval and personnel (Develop leadership and build a 

team);  

3. bring all stakeholders along (engage everyone); 

4. take action (small steps and take on challenges); and finally  

5. review (evaluate before commencing a new action cycle).  

 

There is also a non-sequential element to the phases as the ‘encourage ecological 

conversion’ phase is constant throughout the process. 

 

 
 

The high ‘develop leadership’ rating results from all, bar two ministries, having identified a 

contact person. About half of these ministries also reported having a team to work with the 

contact person. 

 

                                                            
6 The correlation for individual ministries is shown in Appendix 5 

0

5

10

15

20

Encourage
Ecological

Conversion

Develop
Leadership

Build a Team Engage
Everyone

Start Small Take On
Challenges

Review

Chart 2. SOJA Ministry activities seen as phases of the SOJA 
Laudato si' Action Plan Framework 
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Eighty percent of engaged ministries reported education or spiritual activities that could be 

described as assisting people to grow in understanding/empathy for creation and growing 

in love for the creator through encounters with creation. Some ministries have taken a 

broad approach to eco-spirituality to better engage with their staff/clients from no-Christian 

and no faith backgrounds.7 

 

The inability of the RwC Project Officer to obtain a report from engaged ministries is the 

reason why there is no reported action (small start or take on challenges) for some 

ministries.  

 

Only ministries that already had a care for our common home action plan reported having 

completed a review of previous plans. The number of ministries completing a review is 

expected to increase as ministries    

 

The RwC Committee is comfortable with this progress shown in this report as the SOJA 

Laudato si' Action Plan Framework was only launched six months ago and the 

no/underreporting by some ministries may hide their actual progress.  

 

The RwC Committee will continue to encourage and support all ministries to further 

develop their care for our common home action plans especially the inclusion of regular 

ecological education and eco-spirituality activities.  

 

 

SOJA Ministries engagement with the Apostolic See’s: Dicastery for Promoting 

Integral Human Development’s Laudato si’ Goals and Action Platform 

 
In May 2021, Pope Francis called upon Catholic individuals and organisations to make a 
commitment to implement Laudato si’. The Apostolic See’s Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development was charged with developing a framework to support this 
action. That Framework is known as the Laudato si’ Action Platform (LSAP).  
 
Over the past two years, work groups comprised of people from across the world have 
contributed to the development of this framework. The RwC Committee Chair was the 
JCAP representative on the Religious Order work group.  
 
The 2021 Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement, “Cry of the Earth, Cry of 
the Poor”8 encouraged all Catholics and Catholic agencies to commit to the LSAP. 
 

LSAP is open to seven participant categories:  

1. Families 

2. Parishes and Dioceses 

3. Educational Institutions 

4. Hospitals and Healthcare 

                                                            
7 Appendix 4 is an example of an approach to ‘ecological conversion’ that is broader than Christianity. 
8 Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference: Office of Social Justice (2021), Social Justice Statement 2021–

22: Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf  <accessed 07 August 2021> 

https://youtu.be/_aWppq44r-c
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-22.pdf
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5. Economy - business, farms etc. 

6. Organisations and groups 

7. Religious Orders 
 
LSAP aims to address the following seven goals that are embedded in Laudato si’: 

1. Response to the Cry of the Earth - addressing climate change, biodiversity loss and 
ecological sustainability. 

2. Response to the Cry of the Poor - eliminating poverty with special attention to 
vulnerable groups and the defense of all forms of life on Earth (including humans). 

3. Ecological Economics – developing an economy that benefits all of creation.  

4. Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles – encouraging people to live simply so that there 
is enough for all 

5. Ecological Spirituality - encouraging greater contact and connections with the 
natural world in the spirit of wonder, praise, joy, happiness and gratitude. 

6. Ecological Education - educating people of the interconnectedness of creation and 
of the links between social injustice and environmental exploitation. 

7. Community Resilience and Empowerment – changing law, policy and culture to 
achieve social and environmental justice. 

 

The RwC Committee has consistently said that the decision to or not to join the Apostolic 

See’s seven-year LASP rests with each ministry. 

 

The Province has decided to enroll in the Apostolic See’s seven-year LASP.  

 

Three schools have decided that they will not enroll in the Apostolic See’s seven-year 

Laudato si’ Action Platform. 

 

The majority of ministries have not communicated whether they have made a decision to 

or not to enroll in the Apostolic See’s seven-year LASP. 

 

The SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework was develop in such a way that ministries 

could record how their activities addressed the Laudato si' goals. This would enable them 

to get a sense whether they would need to broaden their activities to cover the full range of 

the seven Laudato si' goals.  

 

An analysis of the data in Table 1 gives an indication of which Laudato si’ goals are being 

addressed by SOJA Ministries.9 This is also shown on Chart 3 below. Correlating the 

sparse data from Table 1 for this purpose has the same limitations as described for 

correlation to the phases of the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework. The additional 

complication is that SOJA ministries generally conceive care for our common home within 

the confines of environmental sustainability. The Laudato si’ goals address: human, 

                                                            
9 The correlation for individual ministries is shown in Appendix 6 
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environmental, communal and structural injustice. While many SOJA ministries address 

these, they did not all report them to the RwC Project Officer.  

 

 

Correlating the Table 1 data with the Laudato si’ goals shows that: 

1. 20 ministries reported activities that can be seen as responding to ‘the cry of the 

earth’ (Two ministries have not replied); 

2. 14 ministries reported activities that can be seen as responding to ‘the cry of the 

poor’ (this low rate is most likely to underreporting); 

3. 7 ministries reported activities that can be seen as ‘ecological economics’ (this goal 

is not applicable to many SOJA ministries as relates to businesses that produce 

goods/services, employ people and influence business/financial/construction); 

4. 11 ministries reported activities that can be seen as ‘adoption of sustainable 

lifestyles’ (these usually: reduce, reuse, recycle, renewable); 

5. 15 ministries reported activities that can be seen as ‘ecological spirituality’ (as 

mentioned earlier, the hope was that all SOJA ministries would engage in 

‘ecological conversion’ as an ongoing process); 

6. 12 ministries reported activities that can be seen as ‘ecological education’(as per 

previous point); and  

7. 8 ministries reported activities that can be seen as promoting ‘community resilience 

and empowerment’ (this low rate is most likely to underreporting as many SOJA 

ministries are engaged in advocacy and other activities seeking social justice).  

Response to the Cry of 
the Earth

(20 ministries)

Response to the Cry of 
the Poor

(14 ministries)

Ecological Economics
(7 ministries)

Adoption of Sustainable 
Lifestyles

(11 ministries)

Ecological Spirituality
(15 ministries)

Ecological Education
(11 ministries)

Community Resilience 
and Empowerment

(8 ministries)

Chart 3. SOJA Ministries Engagement with Laudato si' Goals
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Benefits of participation in LSAP 
 

LSAP provides a framework for understanding, planning and reporting on activities across 

a wide range of perspectives: human, environmental, societal, global and structural. If 

some SOJA ministries committed to LSAP they would find that it encourages them to 

broaden their scope of activities. SOJA ministries can also broaden their scope 

independent of LSAP. For instance, the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework template 

allows ministries to identify which Laudato si’ goal is applicable to their planned actions. 

 

If SOJA ministries joined LSAP, they have the option of accessing resources and of linking 

with similar ministries within Australia an across the world. The RwC Committee already 

provides these benefits to SOJA ministries.  

 

Recently, Father General released a message in which he encouraged Jesuits and Jesuit 

ministries to commit to the LSAP10. The Australian Province of the Society of Jesus in 

Australia/SOJA could commit to LSAP as a figurehead for SOJA ministries. It is envisaged 

that this commitment would involve the Society of Jesus in Australia/SOJA only reporting 

on its resource use and its actions – not including SOJA ministries. To include SOJA 

ministries would be a large and complex task where the costs would outweigh the benefits. 

 

 

Cost of participation in LSAP 
 

There are significant time costs involved in the seven-year LSAP commitment. 

 

By May 2022 

 Enrol online at LSAP by Laudato si’ week 16-25 May.  

 Submit an initial self-assessment (entering information including data on use of 

energy, fuel and water into LSAP portal) 

 Submit an initial reflection on why you are enrolling and what you hope to achieve (this 

can via the LSAP portal in written or video form); 

 Submit a plan of action for the coming 12 months (ideally this plan should address all 

of the seven Laudato si’ goals) 

 

Annually from 2022 to 2028 

 Submit a progress report on the previous year; and  

 Submit an action plan for the coming year. 

 

 

  

                                                            
10 Fr. General invites all to join the Laudato Si' Action Platform, 09 Dec 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmuWl1_eCqQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmuWl1_eCqQ


 

pg. 18 

SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework and bodies external to SOJA 

 
The RwC Committee shares information and works collaboratively with a number of similar 

bodies within the Society of Jesus and beyond.  

 

Below are some of the bodies that have engaged with the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan 

Framework: 

 

 Other members of Catholic Religious Australia (especially Sisters of Charity and  

De La Salle Brothers) via the CRA Ecology Alliance Committee; 

 Christian Life Community Australia (CLC) – contributed to development of the 

SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan Framework via RwC Committee. CLC has undertaken  

care for our common home activities for many years;  

 Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific –JCAP hosted a webinar on 26 August 2021 

where the RwC Committee Chair and RwC Project Officer presented the SOJA 

Laudato si' Action Plan Framework. Comments by participants indicated their 

support for the Framework; 

 Jesuits in Myanmar have decided to adopt the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan 

Framework for use by their ministries; and 

 The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle organised four webinars (21, 22 Sept and 2 x 

06 Oct 2021) to assist its parishes engage with care for our common home. These 

webinars were presented by the RwC Committee Chair and the SOJA Laudato si' 

Action Plan Framework was the process suggested for parishes; and   

 Jesuit Companion schools – contributed to development of the SOJA Laudato si' 

Action Plan Framework via RwC Committee.  

Companion School 
Has a contact 

person 

Has a Laudato si’ plan 
(either SOJA or another 

template) 

John XXIII College, Perth, WA Michelle Myers  

Loyola College, Watsonia, Vic Elise Mezner yes 

Saint Ignatius' College, Drysdale, Vic Paul Lewis  

Xavier Catholic College, Hervey Bay, QLD 
Laura Green 
Amy Brennan 

yes 

Xavier Catholic College, Skennars Head, NSW 
Leanne 

McFadden 
 

about:blank
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RwC Committee recommendations to SOJA Ministries Commission  

 
 

1. Provincial write to all SOJA ministries thanking them for action thus far and offering 
the support from the RwC Project Officer/Committee to assist their further progress; 
share Fr General video about joining LS platform 

2. Share this report with ministries and share the contents of the Executive Summary 
more widely via Province e-newsletter (annual reports: reflect the importance of this 
priority, reinforce positive action, and demonstrate a commitment to accountable 
and transparent governance); 

3. SOJA to enrol in the Apostolic See’s Laudato si’ Action Platform by May 2022; 

4. RwC Project Officer funding be maintained with the expectation that additional 
offers of support be provided to SOJA ministries that have yet to take action/report 
on their care for our common home; 

5. RwC Committee be thanked for its work and required to continue supporting and 
resourcing SOJA ministries; and  

6. RwC Committee to provide the next annual progress report by March 2023. 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmuWl1_eCqQ
https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/
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Appendix 1. SOJA Ministry and Jesuit participation in RwC Committee Laudato si’ Action Plan consultations in 2021  
 

Ministry Monday 31st May 
7:30pm 

Tuesday June 1st 
10am 

Wednesday June 
2nd 10am 

Wednesday June 
2nd 5:30pm 

Thursday June 
3rd 1pm 

Thursday June 
3rd 5:30pm 

Friday June 4th 
10am 

RwC Committee 
Debbie dela Paz 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Sue Martin 

Lawrie Hallinan, 
Sue Martin 

Anjali Roberts 
David White 

Lawrie Hallinan 
Sue Martin 

Anne Nesbitt 
Lawrie Hallinan 

Sue Martin 

Anne Nesbitt 
Helen Thomas 

Lawrie Hallinan, 
Sue Martin 

Cathy Fleming, 
Claire Thomas, 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Sue Martin 

Cathy Fleming, 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Leanne  McFadden 
Sue Martin 

Jesuits 
Enoch Choy sj 
Dave Ryan sj 

Jack Otto sj 
   

  

Jesuit Com        

Sevenhill Cellars       Jonathan O’Neill 

Jesuit Education 
Australia 

  
   

 Nicki Patten 

St Ignatius Adelaide       Peter Hosking sj 

Xavier, Melb      Chris Middleton sj Willian Doherty 

St Aloysius Milsons 
Point 

Ross Jones sj 
Nico Lariosa sj 

Joshua Choong sj 
 

   
Chris Gould Erica Blythe 

Jarjum, Redfern        

St Ignatius 
Riverview 

 David Strong sj 
   

Sharon McLean 
Jess Lonard 

Tom Renshaw sj 

Companion schools        

JCS        

JTC        

Newman 
Frank Brennan sj 
Matthew Pinson sj 

Bill Uren sj 
Chris O’Connor 

 

   
 

Alicia Deak  
Guglielmo Gottoli 

JISA        

Jesuit Mission   
Helen Forde 

Meg Morrison 

  
  

Jesuit Social 
Services 

  Patricia Faulkner 

Julie Edwards  

  

JRS   
Annette Cunliffe 

RSC 
Tamara Domicelj 

  
  

Cardoner Project   Jane Brennan 
 Bruce Begbie 
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Ministry Monday 31st May 
7:30pm 

Tuesday June 1st 
10am 

Wednesday June 
2nd 10am 

Wednesday June 
2nd 5:30pm 

Thursday June 
3rd 1pm 

Thursday June 
3rd 5:30pm 

Friday June 4th 
10am 

Bridge   
   

  

RwC Committee 
Debbie dela Paz 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Sue Martin 

Lawrie Hallinan, 
Sue Martin 

   Cathy Fleming, 
Claire Thomas, 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Sue Martin 

Cathy Fleming, 
Lawrie Hallinan, 

Leanne  McFadden 
Sue Martin 

St  Ignatius, 
Norwood, SA 

 Eka Tanaya sj 

   

  

Sevenhill & 
Riverton/Manoora, 
SA  

 Chris Jenkins sj 

  

John Grbin   

Immaculate 
Conception, 
Hawthorn, VIC  

  

  

  Des Dwyer sj 

St Ignatius’, 
Richmond, VIC  

  

  Apology - Therese 
Keogh, Chair, 

Parish Pastoral 
Council 

  

Saint Canice's, 
Elizabeth Bay, NSW  

Paul Fyfe sj  

  

   

Holy Family, Mount 
Druitt, NSW  

  

  

Greg Jacobs sj   

Our Lady of the 
Way, North Sydney, 
NSW  

  

   

 
Andy Nguyen sj 

Michael Gill 

Saint Andrew 
Bobola Polish 
Centre, Richmond, 
VIC  

  

   

  

Saint Vincent Liem 
Catholic 
Community, 
Flemington, VIC  
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Appendix 2. FAQ information sheet regarding SOJA Laudato si’ Action Planning 
Framework 

Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework 
Frequently Asked Questions - 25 June 2021 

 
What is Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework? 
A document developed by, and for, the Society of Jesus in Australia. This 
resource contains: 

1. a suggested planning process and activities to engage a high number 
of people across the ministry; and  

2. a suggested template for ministries to articulate their twin 
commitment to the poor and to creation.  

 
Why are we doing this? 
To answer the call found in: 

 The Society of Jesus Universal Apostolic Preferences 2019-2029 “To collaborate in the care of our 
Common Home”. 

 The Australian Jesuit Province Apostolic Plan 2019-24 priority “Heal humanity and our world” which 
requires that care for all of creation be an integral element of Jesuit ministries and communities.  

 Pope Francis’ Encyclicals Laudato si’ and Fratelli Tutti. 
 
Who does it apply to? 
The Laudato si’ Action Plan Framework was developed for the ministries of the Society of Jesus in 
Australia. This includes: schools, social services, parishes, spirituality services and many others. 
Ministries and others outside the Jesuit family are also welcome to use the Framework. 
 
Who is responsible for implementing the Laudato si’ Action Plan? 
The Head and Chair of each ministry are responsible for all aspects of their ministry – including 
environmental sustainability and social justice. The Province Ministries Commission has asked all 
ministries to report on their implementation of these aspects of the Universal Apostolic Preferences and 
the Province Apostolic Plan.  

 
The Head and Chair of each ministry can decide if, or how much of, the Laudato si’ Action Plan 
Framework they will use in their ministries response to the Universal Apostolic Preferences and the 
Province Apostolic Plan. It is hoped that each ministry will be form a team to drive this work. 
 
The Province Reconciliation with Creation Committee is responsible for providing resources, support 
and coordinating reporting on the environmental sustainability aspects of ministries response to the 
Universal Apostolic Preferences and the Province Apostolic Plan. 
 
Who is on the Reconciliation with Creation Committee? 
The Ministries Commission appoints a couple of representatives from parishes, schools, social 
ministries, Ignatian formation and others to the Province Reconciliation with Creation Committee. Each 
year the Ministries Commission approves strategic priorities for this Committee. 
 
Does the Province have a target for overall outcomes? 
There is no Province-wide target and the Province is not imposing a target on any ministry. The initial 
aim is to start the journey together. As we progress we will learn more about our ministry’s 
environmental impact/potential. We will also learn from each other. It is also possible for ministries to 
set their own target e.g., carbon neutral by 2040.  
 
What will be done with the plans? 
At the end of each calendar year the Reconciliation with Creation Committee will ask ministries for a 
copy of their Laudato si’ Action Plan. The Committee will provide these reports to the Ministries 
Commission. The Committee will also provide the Ministries Commission with a report that shows the 
consolidated action of the Province’s ministries. The Ministries Commission will decide on the 
circulation of any of these reports. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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What kind of SMART measures and accountabilities will be required? 
There is no requirement that ministries measure their progress quantifiably e.g., litres of water, tonnes 
of waste to landfill, kilowatts of electricity or greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
What about schools? 
Many schools have already developed a school environment management plan (SEMP). The Province 
Framework is designed to complement these. Schools, like ministries, are at different stages. Some will 
report using the Laudato si’ Action Plan. Others will report using their current SEMP and other 
documents. 
 
Can we include a discernment process in the review stage? 
Yes. Discernment is part of our Ignatian way of proceeding. Discernment will be helpful throughout the 
process. 
 
Is it a one-off or an ongoing initiative?  
The Universal Apostolic Preferences and the Province Apostolic Plan to which this framework relates 
span several years. It is hoped that the impact of each ministries plan will develop each year as they 
work through the process of: discern, conversion, plan, implement and report.  
 
Is it mandatory? 
An annual report on the environmental sustainability aspects of the Universal Apostolic Preferences 
and the Province Apostolic Plan is mandatory. Each ministry has flexibility concerning the form of that 
report and on the ambition and the activities being reported on.   
 
When do we need to start? 
At the end of the 2021 the Reconciliation with Creation Committee will ask ministries for the Laudato si’ 
Action Plan that they have developed for the 2022 calendar year. It is possible that some ministries are 
just beginning this work and their 2022 plan might be mainly ecological education and ecological 
conversion and developing a team.  

 
Does the committee have any resources to share? 
The Reconciliation with Creation Committee will share resources that it has developed or has accessed 
from elsewhere. Some Reconciliation with Creation Committee members have time to assist a ministry 
as they start or work their way through the process.  

 
Is there a shared repository for resources?  
The Province and individual ministries have previously shared: 

 policy on environmental sustainability and policy on ethical investment; 

 examples of successful liturgical, spiritual, educational and other resources;  

 resources for raising awareness amongst alumni groups to impact foundations 
The Province office is currently investigating suitable ways for ministries to save and share resources.  
 
How does this Framework link with the Vatican’s Laudato si’ Action Platform? 
In October 2021, the Vatican will call all parts of the Church to commit to implementing its seven goals 
from Laudato si’. Many Jesuit ministries will want to join that initiative. The Province Framework is 
designed to complement the Vatican’s Laudato si’ Action Platform. The Province’s Framework and 
template plan include options from the Vatican’s Laudato si’ Action Platform. Our Framework will be 
refined to ease the burden on ministries who want to participate in both initiatives. 
 
Can the Jesuit Laudato si’ Action Plan framework link with projects being undertaken by the 
CRA Ecology Alliance Committee? 
Province is a microcosm of the church – we have parishes, schools, social ministries, spirituality 
services and administration. Our experience in implementing Laudato si’ could be informative to others 
in the Church. The Province Reconciliation with Creation Committee engages with Catholic Earthcare 
and the CRA Ecology Alliance Committee as places where we share our experience and where we 
learn from others. 
 

If your ministry has a question that hasn’t been answered email: rwc@sjasl.org.au 

  

about:blank


 

pg. 24 

Appendix 3. Provincial letter to ministries and information sheet re. LSAP and SOJA 
Framework 
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To:  Heads of Ministries, Society of Jesus in Australia 
From:  Province Reconciliation with Creation Committee 
 
 

Province ministries and the Laudato si’ Action Platform 
 

 
Background 
 
The ministries of the Society of Jesus in Australia exist predominately to accompany and to 
address the needs of the most disadvantaged people. Many have also embedded environmental 
sustainability into their way of proceeding. In doing so they are responding to the Province 
Apostolic Plan and the Universal Preferences of the Society of Jesus. 
 
In 2015 Pope Francis released an Encyclical On Care For Our Common Home (known by its Latin 
abbreviation Laudato si’).11 Laudato si’ brought together a comprehensive understanding of 
Scripture and Church Teaching to call for action address the spiritual, social and economic crisis 
that is manifest in environmental devastation. 
 
In May 2021, Pope Francis called upon Catholic individuals and 
organisations to make a commitment to implement Laudato si’. The 
Pope’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development was 
charged with developing a framework to support this action. That 
Framework is known as the Laudato si’ Action Platform (LSAP). 
Over the past two years, work groups comprised of people from 
across the world have contributed to this framework. 
 
The recently released Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice 
Statement, “Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor”12 encourages all 
Catholics and Catholic agencies to commit to the LSAP. 
 
Laudato si’ Action Platform 
 
The LSAP is an action-oriented 7-year ecological conversion 
journey intended to benefit people and the rest of creation. 

 
Elements of LSAP: 

1. Community building – allowing similar groups to form supportive 
partnerships and to share inspirational stories; 

2. Resource sharing – participants can upload resources to a portal and 
download applicable resources that are shared by others; 

3. Action plans – participants can utilise planning guides and action plans 
tailored to their situation. These will follow a See, Judge, Act process. 
Throughout the process participants are encouraged to celebrate their 
achievements. 

 

                                                            
11 Pope Francis (2015) Encyclical Letter Laudato si’: On Care for Our Common Home 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-
si.html <accessed 22 July 2021> 

12 Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference: Office of Social Justice (2021), Social Justice Statement 2021–22: Cry of the 
Earth, Cry of the Poor https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Social-Justice-Statement-2021-
22.pdf  <accessed 07 August 2021> 

about:blank
about:blank
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The Laudato si’ Goals 
 
LSAP aims to address the following seven goals that are embedded in Laudato si’: 

 
Response to the Cry of the Earth - equitably address climate change, 
biodiversity loss and ecological sustainability.  
 
 
Response to the Cry of the Poor - global solidarity to eliminate poverty with 
special attention given to vulnerable groups such as indigenous communities, 
refugees, migrants and children. It is also a defense of human life from conception 
to death and all forms of life on Earth (non-human and nature). 
 
 
Ecological Economics - arrange the economy to benefit all of creation. This 
comes from an acknowledgement that the economy is sub-system of human 
society, which itself is embedded within the biosphere - our common home.  
 
 
Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles – encourage sufficiency (living with just 
enough and not excess) to ensure a good life for all of creation.  
 
 
Ecological Spirituality - encourage greater contact and connections with the 
natural world in the spirit of wonder, praise, joy, happiness and gratitude. 
 
 
Ecological Education - educate people of the interconnectedness of the 
environment and human activity and between social injustice and 
environmental/economic exploitation.  
 
 
Community Resilience and Empowerment – changes in local, national and 
international law, policy and culture to achieve social/environmental justice. 
 
 
 

LSAP participants  
 
LSAP is offered to the whole Church and to others with a similar commitment. LSAP will have 
resources for seven participant groups:  

1. Families 

2. Parishes and Dioceses 

3. Educational Institutions 

4. Hospitals and Healthcare 

5. Economy - business, farms etc 

6. Organisations and groups 

7. Religious Orders 
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Jesuit ministries and LSAP 
 
The broad social and environmental justice agenda in the Laudato si’ goals is already present in 
most Jesuit ministries through their: work with disadvantaged older people, commitment to 
eradicate modern slavery and commitment to implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG).13 
 
LSAP does not charge for its services or require payment from participants. 
The benefit to ministries from joining LSAP include: 

 Articulating SCC social and environmental initiatives within a comprehensive framework; 

 Additional resources tailored to their ministry type to assist with their social and environmental 
justice activities within a  faith context; 

 Public recognition within the Catholic Church as an organisation supporting an international 
Catholic initiative; and  

 Public recognition within the Catholic Church as an organisation with a strong commitment to 
environmental and social justice. 

 
LSAP will release planning guides and Action Plan templates from 04 October 2021. The LSAP 
requirement to develop an action plan and report on its implementation is already addressed in the 
Province Laudato si Action Plan Framework for ministries.  
 
The Society of Jesus (Rome and Australia) has indicated that it will commit to the LSAP. Our RwC 
committee will share with ministries any resources developed by the broader Jesuit network 
including Ecojesuit and the Society’s Social Justice and Ecology Secretariat (SJES). 
 
If Jesuit ministries committed to the seven-year LSAP process, they would do so using the pledge 
page14 on the LSAP website (pictured below).  
 
Depending on their ministry they commit 
to LSAP as one of the following 
participant groups: 

 Educational institution (primary or 
secondary school, university or 
other centre of education) 

 Healthcare institution (hospital, 
clinic or other health care centre) 

 Organisation or Group (lay 
movement, community, NGO, 
foundation of communication 
centre) 

 
Some ministries might commit as a 
network (e.g., JSS might commit as one organisation with all sites included in the one plan). Jesuit 
Education Australia is unlikely to commit for all schools as each school community has strong 
ownership of its progress and could more efficiently report on its own activities/outcomes. 
  

                                                            
13 Attachment one shows that the Laudato si’ goals complement the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG).  
14 https://laudatosiactionplatform.org/pledge-your-commitment/  <accessed 07 August 2021> 
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No Poverty        

Zero Hunger        

Good Health and Well-being        

Quality Education        

Gender Equality        

Clean Water and Sanitation        

Affordable and Clean Energy        

Decent Work and Economic Growth        

Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure        

Reduced Inequality        

Sustainable Cities and Communities        

Responsible Consumption and Production        

Climate Action        

Life Below Water        

Life on Land        

Peace and Justice Strong Institutions        

Partnerships to achieve the Goal        
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Appendix 4. Suggested Ecological Conversion Discernment Process for Ministries   
 

How do we respond to the invitation of ecological conversion in our ministry? 

To address the above question, we suggest that you take some time to discuss the attached 

document, ‘Laudato Si Platform Navigation Resource’ prior to engaging with this reflective 

exercise. 

Leader:  Dr Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr Baumann AM Aboriginal elder from Nauiyu Northern 

Territory and a renowned artist, activist, writer and public speaker shares: 

‘To breathe with me, to listen deeply, 

To listen deeply, is to connect to the sound of deep calling to deep. 

The deep inner spring inside us, 

We call on it, and it calls on us.’ 

In the spirit of deep listening, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land 

of where we live and work. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and 

emerging.  

(Pause) 

Leader:  As Miriam invites us, let us breathe and listen deeply, as we engage with the 

Province’s Laudato Si’ Action Plan.  

We take a moment to stop. Breathe deeply and be still. 

We recall, as Ignatius often did, to savour and connect with what is outside our 

homes and workplaces. The trees, the sky, the grass. When we walk outside, what 

can I see? What do I notice? Is there a memory of a favourite place?  

(Pause)  

 (If over zoom, people can either share a word/memory in the chat function or if a 
large group, people can move into breakout rooms and share in pairs) 

(Pause) 

Leader:  ‘God saw all that was made, and it was very good.’ (Genesis 1:31) 

(Pause) 

Leader:  ‘The first and most essential element in an ecological conversion is coming to an 

effective awareness and acceptance that everything in our world is connected. 

Ecologists call this network the ‘web of life’ which includes animals, plants and 

everything which can be understood to be alive. They also speak of the ‘web of the 

cosmos’ which includes the non-living arts of our universe, ranging from the most 

distant galaxies to the most microscopic elements.’ (Donal Dorr ‘From Vatican II to 

Laudato Si’ in Laudato Si an Irish Response: essays on the Pope’s Letter on the 

Environment. Veritas 2017. 

(Pause) 
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Leader:  ‘The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the 

whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for 

we know things can change.” (Laudato Si 13) 

 (Pause) 

Leader:  “We humans are evolution made conscious; hence, our choices for and in the world 

shape the future of the world.” (Ilia Delio, From Teilhard to Omega: Co-creating an 

Unfinished Universe.) 

(Pause)  

 

Leader:  Closing Prayer 

God of Courage, 

Your Son and Ignatius of Loyola went to gardens, mountains, plains-quiet places- to pray and 

renew their relationship with You and Creation, nourishing, sustaining his mission of 

transformation, faith and justice. 

May our hearts and minds continue to be open to Your Spirit, fearlessly acting to care and protect 

our common home. 

As we discern our next steps across the Province, may we continue to live and lead courageously, 

as Jesus and Ignatius did, making conscious life-giving choices for our planet and one another,  

Always trusting in Your goodness, living justly, kin to kin. 

We ask this through our friend and brother, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

In light of today’s reflection, how are we invited to transform and prioritise ecological 

conversion in our ministry? 

(Optional space to make notes and suggestions here for action in your ministry) 
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Appendix 5.  SOJA Ministry activities seen as phases of the SOJA Laudato si' Action Plan 
Framework 

  
Encourage 
Ecological 
Conversion 

Develop 
Leadership 

Build 
a 

Team 

Engage 
Everyone 

Start 
Small 

Take On 
Challenges 

Review 

Communications 
and 

Development 

Province 
administration 

 
      

Jesuit 
Communications    

    

Sevenhill Cellars  
    

  

Education 
Ministries 

St Ignatius 
Adelaide, SA        

Xavier, Melb. Vic     
   

St Aloysius’ 
Milsons Point, 
NSW 

       

Jarjum, Redfern, 
NSW    

    

St Ignatius 
Riverview, NSW        

Young Adult 
Ministries 

Newman College        

The Cardoner 
Project        

Young Adult 
Ministry    

    

Social Ministries 

Jesuit Mission        

Jesuit Social 
Services        

JRS  
   

   

Parish Ministries 

St  Ignatius, 
Norwood, SA    

    

Sevenhill & 
Riverton/Manoora, 
SA  

   
    

Immaculate 
Conception, 
Hawthorn, VIC  

       

St Ignatius’, 
Richmond, VIC  

       

Saint Canice's, 
Elizabeth Bay, 
NSW  

       

Holy Family, 
Mount Druitt, 
NSW  

   
    

Our Lady of the 
Way, North 
Sydney, NSW  

    
   

Ignatian 
Formation 

Jesuit & Ignatian 
Spirituality Aust.        

TOTAL 16 19 9 13 15 7 4 
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Appendix 6. SOJA Ministries Engagement with the Apostolic See’s Laudato si' Goals 

 

  

Response 
to the Cry 

of the 
Earth 

Response 
to the Cry 

of the 
Poor 

Ecological 
Economics 

Adoption of 
Sustainable 
Lifestyles 

Ecological 
Spirituality 

Ecological 
Education 

Community 
Resilience and 
Empowerment 

Communications 
and 

Development 

Province 
administration        

Jesuit 
Communications        

Sevenhill Cellars        

Education 
Ministries 

St Ignatius 
Adelaide, SA        

Xavier, Melb. Vic        

St Aloysius’ 
Milsons Point, 
NSW 

       

Jarjum, Redfern, 
NSW        

St Ignatius 
Riverview, NSW        

Young Adult 
Ministries 

Newman College        

The Cardoner 
Project        

Young Adult 
Ministry        

Social Ministries 

Jesuit Mission        

Jesuit Social 
Services        

JRS        

Parish Ministries 

St  Ignatius, 
Norwood, SA        

Sevenhill & 
Riverton/Manoora, 
SA  

       

Immaculate 
Conception, 
Hawthorn, VIC  

       

St Ignatius’, 
Richmond, VIC  

       

Saint Canice's, 
Elizabeth Bay, 
NSW  

       

Holy Family, 
Mount Druitt, 
NSW  

       

Our Lady of the 
Way, North 
Sydney, NSW  

       

Ignatian 
Formation 

Jesuit & Ignatian 
Spirituality Aust.        

TOTAL 20 14 7 11 15 11 8 
 


