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The first of these is to show the way to 

God through the Spiritual Exercises and 

discernment; it was subsequently reinforced 

in our own Province Apostolic Plan, one 

priority of which is to nourish our ministries 

though Ignatian Spirituality.

We can understand better the implications 

of this preference by looking at its history. 

Bruno Cadoré OP, who addressed the 36th 

General Congregation, challenged the Jesuit 

delegates to be faithful to our tradition and 

dare the audacity of the improbable; and to 

courageously direct our energies for mission.

Some weeks later Pope Francis asked us 

‘to have courage and prophetic audacity’.  

He spoke most clearly about our need to 

search and deepen what lies at the heart of 

our Jesuit identity: our Ignatian spirituality. 

It is the most important gift we offer the 

Church and its mission.

The two major documents of GC 36 

confirmed the central importance of the 

Spiritual Exercises in our personal Jesuit lives 

and in the mission we share with lay friends 

and partners. It is there to guide us in our 

conversations, discernment and in the  

making of decisions. This personal and 

ongoing conversion feeds the audacity of 

which Francis spoke. 

This edition of Companions contains 

stories about Jesuits who express this 

audacity in diverse ways. Fr Sacha  

Bermudez-Goldman has developed the 

Spiritual Exercises as a resource for refugees. 

Fr Christopher Willcock has dedicated his 

Jesuit life to composing music for churches 

and the community. 

Br John May’s transformation of 

Sevenhill winery and Fr Barry O’Loughlin’s 

death after 60 years in India speak of past 

adventurousness, as the Ordination of  

Frs Kieran Gill and Andy Nguyen speak  

of the future challenge. 

The call to audacity invites us to go 

beyond our local works, communities and 

ministries. To live this out will take courage, 

imagination and creativity. It means taking 

risks and being willing to change and move  

in new ways. This is the path we are on.

Fr Brian F. McCoy SJ, Provincial.
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NEW PRIESTS EMBRACE  
‘AWESOME’ VOCATION
On Saturday 15 June, Kieran Gill SJ and 

Andy Nguyen SJ were ordained to the 

priesthood by Bishop Gregory O’Kelly SJ, 

during a well-attended ceremony at  

St Ignatius’ Church in Richmond, Vic.

Members of Kieran’s and Andy’s families 

were present for the ordination, and  

Fr Michael Boughton SJ, Kieran and Andy’s 

Superior at Boston College, also took part. 

‘Andy and Kieran, a few moments ago 

you were called by the Church to this 

sacrament of the conferring of Holy 

Orders’, said the Bishop during his homily.

‘You have come to the priesthood in 

different ways, but with common themes. 

You say it was the quality of community 

life among the Jesuits, an encounter with 

individual Jesuits, and an attraction to a 

spirituality which sought to find God in  

all things and serve the greatest need.  

Your experiences in formation opened you 

to see how you might serve the people  

of God in your sacramental priesthood.’

Bishop O’Kelly referred to the words of 

Pope Francis at last year’s Chrism Mass, 

that a priest who is close to his people 

‘walks amongst them with a closeness and 

tenderness of a good shepherd … Not only 

do people appreciate such a priest …  

they feel there is something special about 

him, something they only feel in the 

presence of Jesus.’

‘This reminds us starkly how awesome is 

our vocation as priests’, said the Bishop. 

‘This is not clericalism … it is a reminder 

and statement about the call to holiness 

that is integral to our vocation, to help 

others sense the presence of Jesus in  

their daily lives.’

Kieran Gill entered the Society of Jesus 

in 2008 and completed his noviceship at 

Canisius College in Sydney. He studied 

philosophy and theology at Jesuit 

Theological College in Melbourne and 

was a member of the Jesuit community at 

Newman College while studying education.

He undertook regency at St Ignatius’ 

College Adelaide, then moved to Boston 

College in August 2016, completing his 

studies there in May 2019.

Andy Nguyen entered the Jesuits in 2009, 

and studied theology in Boston beginning 

August 2016. He is currently completing a 

Licentiate in Sacred Theology, specialising  

in liturgy, which he expects to finish in  

May 2020.

Photos by Andrew Lloyd.

Province News

Image credit: Andrew Lloyd.
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Fr Sacha Bermudez-Goldman SJ reflects on 

his doctoral research on giving the Spiritual 

Exercises to people who have experienced 

forced dislocation. 

If spirituality has to do with our 

outlook in life and our response based 

on what is deepest in us and what has 

touched us or affected us mostly deeply, 

what might the spirituality of forcibly 

displaced people — asylum seekers, 

refugees, the internally  

displaced — be like?

Could we speak of a particular 

‘spirituality of displacement’? If so, what 

might characterise it? What could we 

learn from it? Is there anything we could 

do to help nurture and sustain it in the 

lives of ex-refugees as they resettle in 

new countries such as Australia? Could 

Ignatian spirituality offer something  

to them?

These were some of the questions  

I tried to explore in my recently 

completed doctorate thesis. Through my 

years of accompaniment and friendship 

with asylum seekers and refugees, I have 

often been inspired by the depth of their 

faith in their various traditions. Many of 

them have in fact expressed that it was 

their faith — and their hope in a better 

future for themselves and their loved ones 

— that kept them going through their 

long journey of displacement, especially in 

moments of greatest trial and suffering.  

Some of their comments give 

testimony to that deep-rooted faith: ‘God 

is in control of my future, and my family 

is in his hands’; ‘If there is no longer hope 

where you are, then you have to do all 

that you can to get to a place where you 

can at least cultivate that hope’; ‘I have 

lost faith in human beings, my only prayer 

is that I do not let myself lose faith in 

God’; ‘I believe God is my Father and will 

not abandon me’; ‘Detention almost killed 

my soul; prayer and humanity saved me.’

By defining spirituality as the way 

in which people live out what they 

most value — what is deepest in them 

— powerful images and themes arise 

connected to the lives and experiences 

of forcibly displaced peoples, which in 

turn speak of possible ‘spiritualities of 

displacement’: a spirituality of sacrifice;  

a spirituality of the desert; a spirituality  

of the cross, a spirituality of gratitude. 

A basic tenet of the Christian faith 

is that God gives people the graces 

they need to face the challenges they 

encounter throughout their lives.  

My research led me to conclude that for 

forcibly displaced people this fundamental 

grace is the gift of hope — a gift they not 

only receive and accept but also make 

their own to gift to others; a gift which 

constitutes the essential element of  

their spirituality. 

A fundamental aspect of the spirituality 

of hope in forced displaced peoples is 

that they must literally hope against all 

hope. They must continue hoping even 

when there are no visible signs of hope 

anywhere around them. It is a spirituality 

also characterised by a great deal of 

paradox, where realities that in principle 

should only be bearers of damnation and 

death can become bearers of life and 

blessing: it is possible to love your greatest 

enemy, who by a twist of fate becomes 

your neighbour in a refugee camp, who 

offers a piece of bread or a blanket that 

saves the life of your dying child. 

It is also a spirituality of hope based 

on the belief in a God who never 

abandons forcibly displaced people 

despite all evidences to the contrary. A 

God who is present in their extreme 

suffering (because God has lived it) 

and somehow will make sense of that 

suffering, even if there does not seem to 

be a conceivable way for this to happen. 

And it is a spirituality of hope based on 

companionship, solidarity and relationship, 

because forcibly displaced persons cannot 

survive on their own. 

The hope of forcibly displaced peoples 

is a hope that has had to survive the 

unsurvivable. And this is the reason that 

their testimony of hope is so credible. 

The key to the proclamation of hope 

does not reside in the consistency or the 

quality of its content, nor even in the way 

that it is transmitted, but in the credibility 

of the witness. In the case of forcibly 

displaced people this credibility means 

that their hope can simply be expressed 

through a smile — words are not needed 

because one who has lived through hell 

and can still smile is an icon of hope.

As survivors of forced displacement 

settle into their new homes, they hope 

to put their pain and suffering behind. 

They know it will not be easy to start 

a new life, but they trust that the God 

who never abandoned them during the 

displacement journey, as horrific as it 

Seeking a spirituality of displacement

SPIRITUALITY
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might have been, will continue to bless 

them and accompany them as they 

resume their journey of life, now in peace. 

For many survivors of forced 

displacement, it will take years to 

overcome the effects of the violence, 

dislocation and trauma they experienced 

during their forced displacement 

journey. For some, it will take a lifetime. 

Psychological counselling and therapies 

can contribute to this healing process. 

And for survivors of forced displacement 

whose faith has been a constant, an 

anchor in their lives, nurturing their 

spiritual lives can also contribute greatly 

to set them back ‘on track’. 

But it has to be ‘relevant’ spiritual 

support that addresses the issues and 

circumstances forcibly displaced people 

have had to live through and continue  

to deal with. Thus, through my thesis  

I sought to answer the question of how 

to nurture the spiritual lives of survivors 

of forced displacement, now in their 

countries of resettlement, in ways that 

could help them sustain their faith and 

hope, and lead to healing and freedom  

and to living abundant lives in service to  

God and to the world. 

My proposed answer was to offer 

a program of spiritual exercises and 

resources in the Ignatian tradition that 

would meet their current needs and 

circumstances. This program is now ready, 

and I hope to be able to offer it soon to 

ex-refugees who have resettled  

in Australia.

Fr Sacha Bermudez-Goldman SJ.

Artwork by María Figueroa Sánchez, developed  
for use with the Spiritual Exercises. Used with permission.
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‘ 

I picked up this pamphlet and it was written by a Jesuit, 

a Clifford Howells. And I discovered that the Jesuits had 

Brothers’, he recalls. ‘I got a call, if you like, and the best way  

I could serve the Lord was with my hands.’

The call had come while Br May 

was working as an apprentice 

carpenter and joiner in Sydney in the 

late 1940s. He’d been no good at Latin 

and French at school, but as a lifelong 

member of St Mary’s North Sydney  

felt a strong connection to the Jesuits.  

Then one day an opportunity to join 

them arose. 

Br May, who this year marks 70 years 

as a member of the Society of Jesus, began 

his postulancy at the Novitiate at Loyola 

College Watsonia on 23 February 1949,  

at the age of 20, took his first vows on  

24 August 1951, and became a  

Brother there.

‘There were about six or seven 

brothers there at the time’, he says.  

‘Our work was to release the priest  

for apostolic work and to  

[generally be of] help.’ 

When John May sought a vocation as a young man, he  
couldn’t have known his life would be filled with a holy spirit 
of an entirely unexpected kind: altar wine, produced under 
canon law and with ecclesiastical approval at the winery 
founded in the Clare Valley by Jesuits a century earlier. 

It was a time of growth and 

development during which he did his 

boilers’ certificate along with courses in 

concrete technology, mechanics, interior 

decorating and painting. He also learned 

to cook under the tutelage of Br Charles 

Moore. And with 114 people in the retreat 

house — ‘the good old days, we call them’ 

— Br May was kept busy. 

 

‘There were a lot of box-framed sash 

windows with sash cords. I think I replaced 

every sash cord in that place over a period 

of 14 years’, he says. ‘And I cooked for 

seven years for 114 people, six days a 

week. We had a kitchen hand of course. 

We carved seven legs of mutton every  

day except Friday [when we had fish].’

The ‘reasonable palate and sensory 

evaluation’ that Br May developed during 

his years in the kitchen were harnessed in 

1963 (two years after taking final vows), 

when he was sent to Sevenhill in South 

Australia to learn winemaking from 

 Br John Hanlon. The winery had started 

out as a boys’ school in 1856, and was 

later planted with cuttings believed to have 

come from France.

‘I used to shovel grapes, clean the wine 

press and all those sorts of things, so I had 

a reasonable feeling for it’, Br May says. 

‘But I didn’t know much about 

chemistry, so I had to learn that. I learned 

how to determine sulphurs and alcohols. I 

had a little lab, I made a lot of notes.  

To make a fortified wine — which is what 

the altar wine is — requires a fair bit of 

mathematics, and we had no calculators.’

It was in 1972, when Br May was 

working back at Loyola College in 

Watsonia, that Br Hanlon died suddenly. 

‘The provincial said, “What are we 

going to do about Sevenhill?”’ he recalls. 

‘And I said, “Send me back there  

and it will work out.” 

Sevenhill was transformed with the 

help of Br May’s comprehensive skillset: 

he put his energies into maintenance and 

improvement — rebuilding, carpentry, 

welding, plumbing — and into upgrading 

JUBILARIANS

A spirit song among the vines
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and modernising the vineyard’s systems. 

Meanwhile, he joined various viticulture-

related associations in the Clare Valley 

community, along with the Auburn Players, 

a performance group which raised funds  

for charities. 

‘I trod the boards for 14 years, which 

I enjoyed’, he smiles. ‘I had a reasonable 

singing voice then.’

And apart from maintaining a reliable 

supply of altar wine to Catholic and other 

churches around Australia, Br May gained 

an appreciative secular audience with his 

award-winning wines. His favourite vintage 

was St Ignatius, released on the saint’s 

500th birthday in 1991. 

He’s grateful, he says, that the profits 

generated during his time at Sevenhill have 

helped fund Jesuit programs working with 

those in need — and that his wines have 

brought enjoyment to those who enjoy  

a tipple. 

‘People didn’t have cars when I first went 

to Sevenhill in 1963 — if anyone turned up 

at the winery, John [Hanlon] and I would 

knock off and invite them to have a cup  

of tea or something’, he says. 

‘Cellar door is big business now.  

We have buses by appointment.’

The unlikely pathway which started with 

a pamphlet in Sydney came full circle in 

2017, when Br May retired from Sevenhill 

and moved to Arrupe House at Canisius in 

Sydney. In a poignant parting gesture,  

he gifted his carpenter’s tools — so integral 

to his life as a Jesuit brother — to a young 

apprentice in the Clare Valley. He’d bought 

his first tool at the age of 17 in 1945. 

‘As an apprentice you got one pound  

25 shillings a week, and if I bought a saw 

or a chisel — no dancing that weekend!’ 

he smiles.

And though he now misses using his 

hands in service to the Lord, at age  

90 he’s settled into a contented retirement 

in which he wakes before dawn as he’s 

always done, walks, prays, attends  

Mass, socialises and reads voraciously  

(he’s finished all the biographies and  

who-dunnits in the Arrupe House library). 

And with a regular delivery from 

Sevenhill (including the John May Reserve, 

made in honour of him in 2004), he still 

enjoys the wine he spent half a century 

creating — especially in the lead-up to  

31 July, when he emails a special order  

to the cellar door. 

Catherine Marshall.

‘I say, “The Feast of St Ignatius  

is coming up, and if possible I’d  

like some sparkling Syrah.”’

Credit: Sevenhill Cellars
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During his secondary school 

years in Armidale, he studied 

music practice and theory under the 

teacher nuns of a nearby girls school. 

Recognising his talent, his theory 

teacher arranged for him to have 

additional lessons from the esteemed 

English composer William Lovelock. 

He would go on to complete a degree 

in music at Sydney University, but the 

higher calling he’d felt since childhood 

hadn’t left him.

‘When it came to priesthood, I thought, 

I’ve got a degree in music, I wouldn’t mind 

being able to keep that alive’, recalls Fr 

Willcock. ‘I wasn’t sure that I was up for 

the monastic life. If I became a diocesan 

priest, well, there’s no guarantee.’

Fr Willcock had had some awareness of 

the Jesuits, who used to give retreats to 

the nuns who taught him at Armidale, and 

had met Fr Kevin King SJ at a young adult 

sodality he attended with a former student 

of St Aloysius’ College Milsons Point.

‘Being unsure about which direction 

to go, I thought I’d find out more 

about the Jesuits. So I checked the 

library and discovered they have had 

botanists, astronomers, poets, musicians, 

mathematicians, hang-gliders … maybe 

composers as well. 

‘So I made an application, and was 

JUBILARIANS

A Jesuit composer’s musical life

This year Fr Christopher 
Willcock SJ marks 50 years as  
a member of the Society of Jesus. 
Born into a Catholic family and 
raised in Sydney and in Armidale, 
NSW, he became interested 
in becoming a priest at a very 
young age, and was eventually 
drawn to the Jesuits, where  
he has been able to pursue  
his priestly vocation alongside  
a lifelong love for music.

See overpage to read a review  

by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ of  

Mass For the Fallen, an original  

work by Fr Chris Willcock SJ.
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interviewed by the various men in Sydney 

before beginning my novitiate. I finished 

my degree, except for the Honours year, 

which I was able to do a bit later.’

After he was ordained in 1977, it was 

decided he would complete further studies 

in sacraments and in worship, which 

shared a strong synergy with his musical 

pursuits. He pursued these in Paris, due to 

the superiority of the courses there at the 

time. ‘But of course, living in Paris, you’re 

also not too far from many of the world’s 

best musicians!’

While music may not be a core 

aspect of the apostolates of the Society, 

Fr Willcock is certain it is part of its 

lifeblood. ‘Ignatius wasn’t known to have 

said much about music, but we know that, 

if he didn’t play the guitar, he certainly 

enjoyed people who did — being a north 

Spaniard that’s not surprising. Music was 

in the blood of the founder, and I assume 

of many of the people who were his first 

companions.

‘Once the Jesuits started entering into 

schools and parishes, then you have the 

question of what do we teach these kids, 

and how do we energise our liturgies? 

So the presence of music in those two 

contexts has been there.’

In some cases, he says, Jesuits have 

also been chief supporters of musical 

expression in public life. ‘Ballet survived 

in Europe because of the sponsorship 

of Jesuits and our schools. If we weren’t 

always the top composers in the world, 

we also made sure that we had the top 

composers working in our churches.’

The reasons for this esteem are, 

he says, both obvious and difficult to 

articulate. ‘Anybody who’s open to the 

power of music knows that power can’t be 

expressed in almost any other way. It’s not 

the same as looking at a piece of art, as 

reading a fine poem or a novel. Music has 

its own brief, its own corner of the soul.’

The creative work to which he has 

dedicated his Jesuit life was given clear 

articulation during the early 1990s, says Fr 

Willcock, who recalls that then Provincial 

Fr Bill Uren SJ stated strongly ‘that we 

should be not just men of imagination, but 

people who are able to discern what it is 

that fires the imagination of the people 

with whom we work’.

‘He was talking about the ballet, and 

what books people read’, says Fr Willcock. 

‘What are the images that excite people? 

Are they all football images, or are there 

other images that capture people’s hearts 

and affections? 

‘That resonated massively with my life 

as a Jesuit up to that point, and since. 

Unless we can discern what it is that 

fires our own imaginations, and have an 

instinct as to what ignites the imaginations 

of the people with whom we work, our 

apostleships as Jesuits are massively 

compromised.’

Fr Willcock sees this dynamic at work 

in the Society to this day. ‘If I’m going to 

do it by music, that will get my strongest 

and my most earnest effort. I’ll work 

hard and long to make sure that what I 

do is as good as I can make it, that the 

craftsmanship is as well wrought as I can 

make it, that it is saying something which  

is worth saying.

‘To get that more long term investment 

in people’s imaginative lives is critical. 

Are we doing it? I think we are to a large 

degree. We aren’t as numerous as we used 

to be. But we have a lot of good people 

who even if they haven’t said the same 

thing that I’ve just said, I don’t think of 

them as being too far from it. 

‘I feel sustained and supported by the 

brothers who are doing other things. Not 

just older Jesuits but younger guys who 

have yet to carve a path for themselves in 

their own Jesuit lives. There are fabulous 

signs of health and strength there.  

We aren’t as numerous as we used to be, 

but the quality of our numbers is very 

heartening.

Tim Kroenert.

Fr Christopher Willcock SJ conducts the choir at Mass at the 2019  
Province Gathering at St Ignatius’ College, Riverview. (Credit: Karl Schwerdtfeger)
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Mass for the Fallen shows 
why engagement in the arts 
— writing, painting and music 
making — is a natural Jesuit 
ministry. Composing the Mass led 

Christopher beyond the boundaries of 

the Catholic Church to other churches 

and to the public world. And wherever 

the Mass has gone it has brought people 

together through connection with 

religious and literary traditions to reflect 

on their own lives and on our national 

values.The Mass was commissioned 

as a Requiem Mass for the centenary 

in 2015 of the Anzac landing. The 

many conversations that preceded its 

composition ensured that it was available 

free for use in churches without strong 

musical resources. 

They also led to the inclusion of a 

musical setting of Laurence Binyon’s poem, 

‘For the Fallen’. The poem was written 

just as the massive death toll of the First 

World War was becoming clear. One of 

the verses is familiar from epitaphs and 

Anzac Day commemorations: ‘They shall 

grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

/ Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn. / At the going down of the  

sun and in the morning, / We will 

remember them.’

Mass for the Fallen was performed in 

the War Memorial during the Centenary 

Celebrations. It was also used extensively 

in Anglican and Catholic churches at 

Anzac Day and Remembrance Day 

commemorations. 

The Mass also encourages serious 

REVIEW/OBITUARY

Music review – Mass For the Fallen, Fr Christopher Willcock SJ

Vale Fr Barry O’Loughlin SJ
Fr Barry O’Loughlin was born 

and died in Melbourne, but spent 
55 of his 60 years as a Jesuit in 
India. In his early years in the Australian 

Jesuit Mission to India he had experience 

in the schools and parishes in Hindu and 

Santhal communities. While studying 

theology in Kurseong shortly after the 

Second Vatican Council his Rector was Fr 

Herbert Alphonso SJ. From him he drew 

a lasting interest in Ignatian spirituality 

and in retreat giving. 

Following his ordination in 1971 he 

worked for many years in parishes of the 

Region where he was able to develop his 

skills in offering the Spiritual Exercises to 

communities of Religious Sisters and others. 

In 1987 he went to Chicago to take 

specialised programs in spirituality, 

and on his return to India became 

increasingly engaged in spiritual ministries. 

He travelled around India and beyond 

directing Retreats, became much in 

demand as a Spiritual Director and 

Confessor, and offered advice on retreat 

direction to Jesuits in formation. 

In his ministry Barry was disciplined, 

determined and focused in all that he did. 

He was thoroughly at home in the devout 

Catholic world of the people whom he 

served. He was zealous, interested in 

people and compassionate — he also 

enjoyed the company of the prisoners he 

visited in gaol. As a retreat director and 

confessor he emphasised God’s love  

and encouraged people to pray in 

thanksgiving for God’s goodness. 

In February Barry returned to  

Australia for an operation, determined 

to return to India. His death from 

complications after a heart attack was 

unexpected. The large congregation 

of school friends at Xavier College, 

co-missionaries and people whom he  

met on his visits to Australia testified  

to his influence.  

reflection on the events that Anzac Day 

commemorates. As a Requiem Mass it 

focuses on the unique value before God 

of each person who has died in war. That 

leads us inescapably to ask why so many 

people died and what attitude we should 

take to war.

The Mass is not elaborate. Nor 

is it sweet, triumphal nor martial. It 

evokes the horrors of death as well as 

remembering the lives of those who died.

Image credit: ACBC.

Australian Air Chief Marshal Angus Houston, Director of the Australian War 
Memorial Brendon Nelson, Archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn Christopher Prowse 
and Fr Peter O’Keefe, Vicar General, Diocese of the Australian Defence Force at the 
launch of Mass For the Fallen in 2015
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WILL YOU HELP TO SUPPORT 

THE WORK OF THE JESUITS?

Australian Jesuits engage in a wide range of work at home and throughout the world. 
We invite you to join us as a friend and colleague in our service of Faith and Justice. 

Your donation or bequest in support of the work of the Australian Jesuits will enable 
Jesuit ministries to support those in need and build a just and more compassionate society. 

Title  .............. First name .................................... Surname .........................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................

Suburb .......................................................Post code  ....................... Phone  ..............................................

Email  .......................................................................................................................................................

I would like to give $  

I enclose my cheque payable to Australian Jesuit Foundation

OR please debit my Credit Card (Please tick):  AMEX  Mastercard  Visa card 

Card no: 

Expiry date  ...../ .....  Name on card  ............................................................................................................

Signature  .........................................................................................................Date  ...................

AUSTRALIAN JESUITS 
FOR A FAITH THAT DOES JUSTICE

I would prefer that my donation be directed to (Please tick):

 Greatest need  Jesuit Refugee Service  Jesuit Social Services

 Jesuit Mission  Other ............................  Please tell me more about making a bequest

Please complete your contact details above so that a receipt can be posted to you. Donations $2 and over are tax 
deductible and will be applied to approved purposes.

Please return this page with completed form to: Australian Jesuit Foundation, C/O PO Box 553, Richmond VIC 3121. 

Donations can also be made at: jesuit.org.au/companions/donate

See the variety of ways to seek God’s will for our modern world at www.jesuit.org.au 
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Which aspects of Jesuit Ministry matter most to you (Please number in order of preference):

 Faith formation

 Jesuit vocations

 Pastoral work (parishes)

 Refugee services

 Social Services

 Missionary work overseas

 Education

 Other (please specify)  



Our work becomes our offering

REFLECTION
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Deb Kent, Chief Executive Officer and Principal of Jesuit College of Spirituality, reflects on the Province priority,  
to ‘nourish our ministries through Ignatian spirituality’. 

Artwork by María Figueroa Sánchez, developed for use with the Spiritual Exercises. Used with permission.

‘If we want to know how we might become a source of nourishment in our ministries,  
we turn to Ignatius. It is the example of Jesus who inspired Ignatius to write the Spiritual 
Exercises, a source of nourishment for both the Church and the world.

‘Ignatius’ desire was to assist people to draw closer to God and to become faithful, g 
enerous servants of God. Ignatius models how we too may become united with Jesus and 
nourishment for others.

‘Ignatius was a man of prayer. He prayed daily and this practice, coupled with the  
examen, enabled him to seek the presence of our Lord in all conversations, and in e 
verything he saw, heard, tasted, and did.

‘In the same way our work becomes our meditation and our offering. We allow grace to  
be at work in our hearts, and it flows in turn into the hearts of others.’


