130 Power Street

*
. (~«\ THESOCIETY OF JESUS PO Box 6071
1 S ) IN AUSTRALIA Hawthorn VIC 3122

¥ (03) 9810 7300

provinceoffice@sjasl.org.au
ABN: 21 628 088979

14 May 2026

Dear members of our school communities, alumni, families and friends,
| write to you on behalf of the Australian Province of the Society of Jesus.

We have been advised that Victor Higgs is expected to be released on parole from prison in
the near future. | want to share this news with you directly, mindful that for some it may bring
difficult memories and emotions to the surface, especially for those who were harmed by
him.

To all who were harmed by Victor: you remain at the forefront of our thoughts and prayers.
Your courage in coming forward made it possible for justice to be pursued, and we honour
that courage with deep respect. We continue to stand with you.

Victor Higgs, a former Jesuit brother, was convicted of offences against students at Saint
Ignatius’ College Adelaide, and Saint Ignatius’ College, Riverview in the 1960s and 1970s,
and has been serving a custodial sentence for those crimes. Information about these
matters, and about an independent review commissioned by the Society in 2018, remains
publicly available here:

Independent Review — Victor Higgs (December 2019)

Victor Higgs left the Society of Jesus in 2001 and has had no association with the Society of
Jesus, or with any Jesuit school or ministry, for more than two decades. His release on
parole is a matter for the relevant correctional and parole authorities, and we understand that
any parole granted will be accompanied by conditions and supervision determined by those
authorities, with regard for the safety and well-being of the community.

In sharing this news, our foremost concern is for those who have been harmed and for the
wider communities affected. We are mindful that this information may be distressing. If you
find yourself impacted in any way, please know that you do not have to carry this alone. The
following support services are available:

Lifeline — 13 11 14 (24 hours, 7 days) | lifeline.org.au

Blue Knot Foundation — 1300 657 380 (National Helpline) | blueknot.org.au

We also welcome direct contact from anyone who wishes to speak with us. Survivors, their
families or anyone else can reach the Australian Province of the Society of Jesus at
professionalstandards@sjasl.org.au.

The safety and well-being of children and young people remains our highest priority. The
Society of Jesus, Jesuit Education Australasia, and our Colleges are steadfast in their
commitment to safeguarding all who are entrusted to their care.


https://jesuit.org.au/wp-content/uploads/Independent-Review-Victor-Higgs-20.12.19-3.pdf
https://www.lifeline.org.au/
https://www.blueknot.org.au/
mailto:professionalstandards@sjasl.org.au

We hold in our hearts and prayers all those who have been affected, and renew our
commitment to walk alongside survivors and their families with compassion and honesty.
If you are in need of support, please reach out. You are not alone.

Yours sincerely,

< -

Fr Quyen Vu SJ
Provincial



