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The struggle of the early Jesuits, like ours 
today, was to discover a link between faith and 
humanity, where belief in a God who lives in 
and labours for all of creation calls us to live 
and labour with God and one another, and, 
where we can, to teach others to practise and 
dream the same.

Hence, as Kolvenbach said, ‘Ignatian 
pedagogy focuses upon formation of the 
whole person, heart, mind and will, not just 
the intellect’, and it is where reflection and 
discernment are taught and practised.

Most Ignatian educators will have their own 
views on how the five elements of Ignatian 
pedagogy — Context, Experience, Reflection, 
Action and Evaluation — are best and most 
dynamically expressed. Some will emphasise 
one element over others, and some will 
emphasise different ones at particular times.

If I have a preference, it is reflection. It 
is not that the other four elements are not 
important, but I believe, in this increasingly 
busy and distracting world, reflection is the 
one we might be tempted to avoid, yet it is the 
one we all deeply need.

The importance of reflection, such as 
occurs in the daily examen, is not only to 
open our hearts to seek ‘God in all things’, 
but to seek also in those hidden places, 
struggling relationships and forgotten 
people where God seems to be absent. 

Reflection, especially when shared with 
others, can open up our human experience, 
bringing us out of our own small, personal 
world into something larger, deeper and 
more divine. We invite meaning to surface 
out of human experience.

Ignatian pedagogy invites us to believe in 
Christian humanism, forging a bridge that 
links our faith in God with the experience 
of God’s love and presence in ourselves 
and in all of creation. It invites us to carve 
out an inner reflective space in our lives, to 
allow that experience to enrich our world 
and our part in it.

Fr Brian F. McCoy SJ, Provincial
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CALL TO MISSION

Dear Friends

Some 25 years ago Peter-Hans Kolvenbach, 
Superior General of the Society of Jesus, gave an 
address on the topic of Ignatian pedagogy, a rich heritage of 
educational insight that can be traced back to the 
beginnings of the Society.

From the Provincial

Abovet: Ignatius ©Sterling Hundley. Courtesy Loyola Press.
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100 YEARS OF NEWMAN COLLEGE
Saturday 25 March 2018, the Vigil of Palm 
Sunday, marked exactly 100 years since 
the official opening of Newman College. 

To celebrate, Dr Val Noone, fellow of 
the School of Historical and Philosophical 
Studies at the University of Melbourne, 
launched Contesting Catholic Identity: 

The Foundation of Newman College, 

Melbourne 1914-18, by Michael Francis, 
the assistant dean of studies at Newman. 

The book, which catalogues events 
leading up to the college 
opening and beyond, 
constituted a very appropriate 
beginning to centenary 
celebrations, which have 
continued throughout 
the year.

The official college history 
by Brenda Niall, Frances 
O’Neill and Jo Dunin was 
launched by the university 
chancellor and former 
collegian, Allan Myers QC, 
AC, at the Cardinal Newman 
Dinner on 6 April, attended 
by around 250 people.  

The centenary year has 
also seen the publication 
of a collection of homilies 
by Rector Fr Bill Uren SJ 

(see review inset), and of Walter Burley 

Griffin: The Architecture of Newman 

College, 1915-18, by Dr Jeffrey Turnbull. 
A new book of poems by the late 
Fr Peter Steele SJ is forthcoming.

A few days after the launch of the 
official history, more than 200 former 
collegians and their partners returned 
to the college for Mass, lunch and a 
concert on 14 and 15 April. The choir 
sang at the Mass and then gave a concert 
that featured the music of Edward Elgar, 

Eric Whitacre, Samuel 
Barber, Henry Mancini, 
Richard Rogers and Bart 
Howard. 

The choir, too, has 
produced a centenary CD, 
which is now available. 
Frances O’Neill arranged 
an extensive archival display 
in the Oratory, and two 
further lunches are planned 
for November this year.

Newman Old Collegians 
Association held a dinner 
dance in late May, where 
nearly 450 former collegians 
and their partners were 
present. In July, a lunch was 
held for current and former 
staff and Jesuits. 

 Bill Uren SJ, With 
(Great) Respect: 
Forty Homilies, 
Newman College, 
ISBN 9780646982021.

These homilies 
were preached to 
a congregation of 

university students at Newman College. 
They put Gospel stories into context, 
developing in an attractive way their 
complexity and richness, and relating 
them freshly to the world of the 
listeners. 

Fr Uren often turns to prominent 
issues of the day, such as same-sex 
marriage and the clerical sexual abuse 
of children. He does not force his 
argument on his hearers but leaves 
them well informed on the issues, free 
to reflect on them and to draw their 
own conclusions. 

The language is easy, the 
communication direct, and the demands 
of the Gospel made attractive to mind 
and heart. The breadth of the preaching 
evokes a similarly broad reception in 
the hearer’s imagination. 

Proceeds from the four celebratory 
lunches will be directed to Jesuit 
Mission, Jesuit Refugee Service, 
Jesuit Social Services, and three 
institutions with significant links to 
former collegians:  
Peace and Diversity Australia;  
The School of St Jude in Tanzania; and 
The Opening the Doors Foundation.

Pictured: (top left) Celebratory lunch at 

Newman College.

Province News Book review
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JESUIT EDUCATION

What does Jesuit education look like?

In April 1993 I had the good fortune 

to be working in Rome in the office 

of the Society of Jesus’ Education 

Secretary, Fr Vin Duminuco SJ, before 

my taking up the role of headmaster at 

St Ignatius’ College Riverview. 

Indeed, I was present at the launch of 
the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm (IPP) 
by Fr General Peter-Hans Kolvenbach SJ,  
at an international workshop at Villa 
Cavalletti on 29 April 1993. 

One might argue that the IPP has been 
another stage in the process of renewing 
and refreshing Jesuit education since 1599, 
when the final draft of the Ratio Studiorum 

or ‘Plan of Studies’ was published. 
The Ratio was a successful attempt 

to systematise Jesuit schooling that lasted 
174 years until the Suppression of the 
Society in 1773.

In 1986, 400 years after the first 
draft of the Ratio, an international 
group of Jesuit educators produced 
The Characteristics of Jesuit Education as 
a contemporary identity statement. In 
his introduction to this fine publication, 
Fr General Kolvenbach wrote: 

‘A document listing the characteristics 
of Jesuit education is not a new Ratio 

Studiorum. However, like the Ratio … and 
as a continuation of the tradition begun 
then, it can give us a common vision and 
a common sense of purpose; it can be 
a standard against which we measure 
ourselves.’

While people reported satisfaction with 
the Characteristics as a visionary statement, 
teachers and administrators around the 
globe were soon asking for practical help 
to embed them in everyday practices.

The International Commission on the 
Apostolate of Jesuit Education (ICAJE) 
in 1993 responded by endeavouring to 
demonstrate that the constant interplay of 
experience, reflection and action integral 
to Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises is essential 
to the teaching-learning process. 

To this tripartite cycle were added the 
two bookends of context and evaluation, 
to complete the paradigm in five parts, as 
we know it today. 

In their effort to make the 
Characteristics more accessible and 
practicable in the classroom, ICAJE 
published Ignatian Pedagogy: A Practical 

Approach — a valuable discussion and 
elaboration of the IPP explicitly linked to 
the Spiritual Exercises. 

In my experience of school visits and 
talking to teachers and administrators, I 
believe the IPP has been most successful 
where teachers already have a good 
understanding of Ignatian spirituality. 
If the IPP has been used only to devise 
lesson plans, or merely as an instrument 
to help students, it has been deficient. 
It is crucial to understand that the 
IPP is also about the spirituality of 
the teacher.

In speaking to teachers about the IPP, 
I always begin with the following idea of 
Fr Richard Rohr OFM in Things Hidden: 

Scripture as Spirituality: ‘You lead others 
to the depth to which you have been 
led ... you can only transform people to 
the degree you have been transformed.’ 

Elsewhere, Rohr writes challengingly 
that education is about transformation. 
What we don’t transform in ourselves, 
we transmit. In short, the depth of 
one’s spirituality as a teacher is pivotal 

Pictured: Delegates to the Villa Cavalletti workshop included three Australian Jesuits: Fr Daven 

Day (East Asia Jesuit Conference President at the time) (front row, third from left), Fr Bob Slattery 

from Hazaribag Mission (third-back row, second from left), and Fr Chris Gleeson SJ (third row, 

fourth from left). Fr General Kolvenbach is also pictured (front row, fifth from left).

‘  … it can give us a common 

vision and a common sense 

of purpose.’

The Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm is most effectively used as a whole school approach rather than just a classroom tool, 
writes Fr Chris Gleeson SJ.
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spirituality in their schools, a more 
logical place to start is an introduction 
to the experience of Ignatian spirituality 
for teachers.’

Interestingly, he also recommends 
that the IPP be used more effectively 
as a ‘whole school’ approach to 
processing  issues rather than be 
restricted just to classroom applications. 
Administrators could take the lead and 
develop pastoral care policies using 
the pedagogy. 

In conclusion, our previous Fr 
General, Adolfo Nicolás SJ, was fond of 
asking: ‘Is this a new school or an old 
school in a new building?’ 

He saw a ‘new’ school as one that 
takes student-centred learning and 
accompaniment by the teacher as 
essential. No longer do we focus on the 
teacher as the sage on the stage, but as 
the guide at the side. Our students are 
not in front of us any more; they are 
alongside us. 

At Riverview in January 2012, 
Fr Nicolás stressed the importance of 
accompaniment with the words: ‘Young 

people have very good hearing in the 
water, but not on dry land.’

Despite the difficulties of 
implementing the IPP in Jesuit schools 
around the world over the past 
25 years, its value remains in connecting 
the heart and soul of Ignatian spirituality 
with pedagogical practice. 

It has made a good contribution 
to addressing the challenge extended 
to educators by Pope Francis: In 
accompanying young people today, ‘we 
need a new language, a new way of saying 
things. Today, God asks this of us: to 
leave the nest which encloses us in order 
to be sent.’

to the effectiveness of one’s teaching 
ministry and the success of the IPP. 

Fr Ron Rolheiser expresses this well 
in Seeking Spirituality: ‘Long before we 
do anything explicitly religious at all, 
we have to do something about the 
fire that burns within us. What we do 
with the fire, how we channel it, is 
our spirituality.’ 

A teacher or administrator without 
some Ignatian fire in the belly, or unable 
to channel that fire, is not going to 
be a successful exponent of the IPP in 
the classroom, or any other space for 
that matter.

There is some support for this 
argument in Dr Chris Hayes’ 2006 
doctoral thesis on the influence of the 
IPP in Australian Jesuit schools. After 
researching teachers’ perceptions of 
the IPP in an admittedly small sample of 
schools, Dr Hayes recommended: 

‘Jesuit authorities need to provide 
more opportunities for spiritual 
formation of lay teachers before their 
introduction to Ignatian pedagogy. If they 
wish to foster the Jesuit charism and 

Far Left: Title page of the first 

edition of Ratio Studiorum

(1586) Georgetown University. 

(Left) Students from St Ignatius’ 

College Geelong.

‘  … we need a new language, 

a new way of saying things.’ Pope Francis

Title page of the first edition of the Ratio studiorum (1586).

12



6 Companions Summer 2018

SCHOOLS

‘When they walk into a classroom they 
can ask: What’s my context? What’s my 
experience of the subject I am teaching? 
How did I make sense of what it is that I 
am teaching, and how does this bring me 
closer to God?’

Many staff across Jesuit and 
Companion Schools could surely relate. 
Sharon McClean, Professional Review 
and Development Companion at St 
Ignatius’ College Riverview, recalls that 
in her early teaching career she was ‘task 
orientated’, but says ‘Ignatian pedagogy 
has changed the way I look at teaching 
and learning’.

Rather than covering the curriculum, 
she says, her approach now is more 
about uncovering it, ‘asking what I want 

the students to know about their world, 
bringing them to ask questions and to have 
a sense of wonder about the world they 
live in.

‘I have felt it important to link 
curriculum to awareness of the difficulties 
faced by refugees and First Nations 
people’, she adds, ‘and the role we have 
in environmental and urban stewardship. 
Curriculum has become a vehicle to 
provide opportunities for reflection, 
action and evaluation.’

Joe El-Khoury, Head of the Junior 
School at St Aloysius’ College Milsons 
Point, notes that the IPP is a ‘practical 
teaching framework that applies to all 
subject areas and students of all ages and 
backgrounds’. 

‘It fosters in our students the ability 
to be critical thinkers, to be creative, to 
have that sense of discovery about what 
they’re learning on a daily basis’, he says. 
‘But ultimately it helps them to be lifelong 
learners and people for others.’

Cathy Larkin, Principal of Loyola Senior 
High School, Mt Druitt, describes the IPP 
as ‘the lens through which I work’ and 
‘the test of who I am in the midst of that 
work’.

She relates the ways in which each 
of the five components of the paradigm 
— context, experience, reflection, action 
and evaluation — shapes the ways she 
approaches her work and her working 
relationships on a daily basis.

‘In working with my teachers and 
staff’, she says, ‘it’s imperative I know 
their context; understand their needs ... 
know their story and accompany them, 
and really live that apostleship of listening, 
which is part of our Ignatian legacy.

IPP is more than a tool for students

The Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm (IPP) is not just for students. Jennie Hickey, 

Executive Officer of Jesuit Education Australia, says one of its distinguishing 

features is that it’s a tool ‘that teachers can use to reflect on who they are’.
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‘When it comes to experience, I ask 
how does each member of our community 
contribute to Ignatian identity and mission? 
... it’s important that I model and practise 
discernment, and enable opportunities for 
our staff to do that as well. 

‘Which brings me to reflection, because 
true discernment can only be born of 
reflection. To that end we pray the examen 
every time the staff gather, and at every 
staff meeting we have ten minutes set 
aside for staff to journal. 

‘Action I see as experience born of 
reflection. I think very much of the magis 
here, that this is now our experience lived 
in both our inner and outer life at much 
greater depth and experience. 

‘When I come to evaluation, I’m 
constantly assessing and growing in 
awareness as to the extent to which this 
truly is our way of proceeding. Through 
feedback from various sources I believe 
that it is, and that is of course my hope.’

Kieran Prowse, Head of Mannix House 
at Loyola College in Watsonia, Vic., says 
the IPP is a ‘wonderful, incredibly practical 
tool’, and recalls it being of great benefit 
during a wellbeing conference for Jesuit 
and Companion Schools.

‘In that context, wellbeing leaders 
were able to share great insight into 
ideas of best practice, talking about 
their experience, reflecting on ideas and 
programs that have been shared in the 
schools’, he says.

Subsequently, they were able to resolve 
‘to take great action when they go back to 
their schools, and evaluate that action in 
the interests of best practice of students 
in the area of wellbeing’.

‘The greatest thing the IPP has given 
us as Ignatian educators’, says Melinda 
Roberts, Head of Teaching and Learning at 
Xavier College Melbourne, ‘is the ability 
to embed and infuse the attributes of the 
contemplative in action.’ 

Pictured: Ignatian 

pedagogy in action at 

(clockwise from far left) 

Xavier College 

Melbourne, Loyola 

Senior High School Mt 

Druitt, and St Ignatius’ 

College Geelong.

This, she says, ‘includes the critical skill 
to be able to acknowledge and honour 
different personal or cultural contexts; 
to then demonstrate this knowledge 
by the authentic experience of it, thus 
enabling reflection, which I believe is 
the most fundamental dimension of an 
Ignatian education.

‘The IPP has enabled us to become 
better teachers, better students and 
therefore better human beings by 
contemplating the importance of a 
holistic education that exists beyond the 
classroom and resides in ones own heart.’

Samantha Boreham says that in the 
classrooms of the Trade Training Centre 
at Loyola Senior High School, Mt Druitt 
— of which she is Deputy Principal — the 
IPP is used every day.

‘Our students are able to take the 
learnings from their workplace into the 
classrooms’, she says, ‘and we use the 
paradigm in order for them to understand 
the context that they receive at the 
workplace, and apply it to their learning, 
so that they may reflect on who they are 
and what they want from life.’

‘Our present students will, in time, 
assume various roles ... in government, 
in the administration of justice, others in 
all sorts of responsible occupations’, St 
Ignatius of Loyola said of the importance 
of education. 

‘The children of today will become 
the adults of tomorrow, so their good 
formation in life will benefit many others ... 
to the greater glory of God.’ 

It is encouraging to see this work 
of formation, through the Ignatian 
Pedagogical Paradigm, taking place in 
the lives of both the students and the 
teachers and staff of our Jesuit and 
Companion Schools.
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International

A committee was formed with the 
purpose of establishing which religious 
order would be aligned with the college. 

‘After much study, we decided the 
Society of Jesus was the best, so let’s go 
for the best’, says John. 

Fr Chris Gleeson SJ, who was the 
headmaster at St Ignatius’ College 
Riverview at the time, remembers the 
committee visiting the school in 1998 
to discuss the proposed school with the 
Australian Jesuit Province. 

‘It looked like an All Blacks rugby 
scrum coming into my office’, he 
remembers. 

Thus began a relationship that has 
spanned more than 20 years and four 
Provincials, and while the school has yet 

to break ground, the dream continues for 
the construction of what will be known as 
St Ignatius of Loyola College. 

‘They are amazingly committed 
people’, says Fr Gleeson. ‘I have great 
admiration for them to be sticking with 
this, when their own children have left 
home to study and start working.’

Overcoming hurdles
The land for the new school was 
purchased by Auckland Bishop Pat Dunn 
in 2000.

‘It’s a magnificent piece of land. It would 
have maybe a kilometre or more of the 
main railway line, and there is a proposed 
station there was well’, says Mr Mills. 

The first struggle came over the use of 
the land. 

‘We had people objecting to it’, says 
Mr Mills. ‘Under Bishop Pat’s guidance, the 
diocese challenged in the District Court, 
Environmental Court and the High Court.’

They won that case, but that was 
just the first hurdle. Under the Catholic 
Integrated Act (1975), Catholic schools in 
New Zealand are integrated into the state 
system. What that means, says Mr Mills, is 
that while the Church owns the land, the 
government needs to supply finance for 
the buildings and the running of the school. 

They were close to a deal, but last 
year’s change in government meant that 
they needed to start the process all over 
again. ‘The diocese is working with the 
government and the Ministry of Education 

Dreaming of an Ignatian school

At the moment, it’s still just an empty 62-acre block in Drury, south of 
Auckland. But for a group of locals, this piece of land represents a dream more 
than 20 years in the making, writes Michael McVeigh. 

INTERNATIONAL

John Mills remembers, ‘It started in September 1997, with Catholic men in the 

district getting together and deciding that a secondary school was required — 

that we had the numbers.’

‘ 

We’re very hopeful in 

future that we’ll get the 

college underway. It’s been 

a mammoth exercise, but 

there’s a lot of determination 

within the committee.’
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to get it over the line’, says Mr Mills.
The case for the school was a solid 

one 20 years ago, and with the expanding 
population it’s even more necessary today. 
At the moment there are around 1000 
students travelling two to three hours 
each day from the south of Auckland to 
Catholic schools in the city. 

‘It’ll be a college of at least 1000 pupils, 
that’s how big the demand is out here’, 
says Mr Mills. ‘They’ll fill it straight away.’

A trans-Tasman relationship 
While the Jesuits have no institutional 
presence in New Zealand, a number 
of men have joined the Society from 
there, including current Jesuits Fr Antony 
Campbell, Fr Richard Shortall, Fr Michael 
Smith, Fr Rob Morris and Fr Justin Glyn. 
Fr Shortall is currently offering spiritual 
direction to priests and lay people in the 
Hamilton Diocese. The Jesuits also have 
a history of working in seminaries and 
university chaplaincies in the country. 

A number of Jesuits have supported 
the proposed new school over the years 
along with Fr Gleeson, including Fr Gerry 

Healy, Fr Ross Jones and Fr Jack McLain. 
Committee members have been part of 

Province events for many years, attending 
Province Gatherings and making regular 
trips across the Tasman. Jesuits also visited 
New Zealand to bless the site for the 
school and meet some key players in the 
diocesan and Catholic education offices. 

‘The Steering Committee is very 
grateful to the Society of Jesus for its 
commitment to the college’, says Mr Mills.

The plan is for St Ignatius of Loyola 
College to be an Ignatian Companion 
School, and while it will come under the 
umbrella of the diocese, it will be closely 
aligned with Ignatian pedagogy. 

But at the moment, the school exists 
only in people’s imaginations. What’s 
needed to make it real are prayers and 
funding. 

‘We’re very hopeful in future that 
we’ll get the college underway. It’s been 
a mammoth exercise, but there’s a lot 
of determination within the committee’, 
says Mr Mills.

CELEBRATING 
A RICH  
AND DIVERSE COMMUNITY

Another Jesuit Companion 
School this year celebrated 
its 25th anniversary — 
Loyola Senior High School in 
Mt Druitt, NSW. 

The school’s founding Jesuit principal, 
Fr Ross Jones SJ, his successor, 
Fr Brendan Kelly SJ, and two former 
school chaplains, Fr Tom Renshaw 
SJ and Fr Iain Radvan SJ, joined the 
community for the Mass and celebration 
on Sunday 26 August.

Fr Jones spoke at the opening about 
the founding of the school, and the 
incredible multicultural mix of students 
that has enriched the community to 
this very day. 

‘We began with about 160 year 11 
students’, he said. ‘There were so many 
national backgrounds. Such a richness. 
When I asked students about the 
birthplace of grandparents, I estimated 
there were some 50-plus countries 
of origin ...

‘The vibrant tapestry of our cultural 
mix was something we celebrated from 
the earliest days. We had two flagpoles 
and on any national day, we flew, when 
we could, the flag of that country next 
to our national flag. 

‘This sense of heritage and 
community led us to celebrate our 
patron’s day, St Ignatius’ Day, within a 
multicultural day. A Mass (with prayers 
in different languages), foods from 
so many ethnic and cultural sources, 
complemented by song and dance in 
such a range of languages and styles. 
It is wonderful to see that tradition 
continues.’

25
CEL E B R AT I NG

years

Pictured:  The proposed site and 

surrounds for St Ignatius of Loyola 

College Drury.



While each presentation is tailored 
to a theme nominated by the school, all 
begin with a JRS representative explaining 
the current global situation for refugees, 
utilising visuals and UNHCR statistical 
data. It is critical for students to clearly 
understand Australia’s complicated 
refugee and asylum policies, and to 
acknowledge the impact of our response 
to the current world situation. 

Opportunities for further action are 
suggested and provided to students and 
the school community, such as writing to 
MPs or organising events. This enables 
the students to consider their role in 
Australian society and how they can 
move beyond knowledge to action.

Anne Nesbitt is Project Officer, 
Bookends Project and Schools 
Engagement Coordinator, Jesuit 
Refugee Service Australia. For more 
information about Jesuit Refugee 
Service’s work with schools visit the 
Province website, jesuit.org.au

Refugee voices transform Catholic students

Another speaker tells of being 

awakened in the middle of the 

night as a 10-year-old. Her parents 

dressed her in several layers of clothes, 

put her into a taxi, and told her they 

were going on holiday. The ‘holiday’ 

included a seven-day walk through 

the snowy mountains from Iran into 

Iraq, eating only raisins for sustenance. 

To this day, she cannot eat raisins.

These are but two of many speakers 
with extraordinary life experiences who 
visit Sydney-based schools as part of 
Jesuit Refugee Service’s Refugee Voices 
program. Each story is unique, but all of 
the speakers show amazing resilience, 
perseverance and courage. 

In 2018, JRS has partnered with 
15 schools to run the Refugee Voices 
program. Catholic Education Diocese of 
Parramatta has also worked closely with 
JRS to build capacity among its staff on 
issues of people seeking asylum.

Based on storytelling, the program 
aims to raise awareness of issues 
surrounding people seeking asylum and 
refugees, particularly those that JRS 
accompanies, serves, and advocates for 
here in Australia. 

The opportunity to hear a person with 
lived experience describe their previous 
life and the need to seek protection from 
persecution is powerful. 

Using elements of the Ignatian 
Pedagogical Paradigm, the challenge is 
to empower students to reflect further 
on and engage with the issues and take 
action to question the injustices of the 
present system. 

Confronted by the lived experiences 
of these speakers, students are made 
to question their preconceptions, and 
learning becomes transformative. 
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JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE

Pictured: (from top) Xavier College Llandilo 

students Tom and Holly with Simon Shahin 

(speaker) and Anne Nesbitt (JRS); Former 

refugees Milad Kader (left) and Elizabeth 

Koudakpo (second from right) with year 7 

students at St Patrick’s Marist College, 

Dundas; Speaker Deena with students at Our 

Lady of Lourdes Primary School.

A group of boys crowd around Simon as he finishes his story. The horrific details of the war in Syria that resulted in 
Simon’s journey to Australia have piqued their interest. Students often experience a personal connection to Simon and 
feel compelled to talk to him.
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In higher education, as at all levels 
of Jesuit education, consistent use of 
the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm is 
fundamental to the teaching-learning 
process. This requires both faculty and 
students to engage in critical reflection 
throughout the learning process. 

At JCS, the only specialist College 
of the University of Divinity, the focus 
is on context, experience, action and 
evaluation towards holistic formation 
of women and men for others so that 
all may live full lives. Fr General says: 
‘Living fully means plunging into the 
broad range of skins and cultures that 
make up humanity. It involves delving 
into the historical and social processes 
currently underway.’

A central component of the Ignatian 
pedagogical model is self-awareness 
through reflection, which guides the 
learner to a deep engagement with their 
cultural reality, leading to transformation 
of self and others. It begins in 
experience, moving to reflection 
through the posing of critical questions, 
always with the goal of improved future 
engagement and care of self and others.

As a postgraduate college, students 
are engaged in a variety of clinical, 
ministry and leadership roles. A common 
question embedded in the curriculum is: 
How will this knowledge transform my 
service and lead to transformation of the 
world? Students are guided to reflect on 
their learning experience and apply that 
reflection as a transforming paradigm to 
improve their practice. Constant evaluation 
elicits wisdom arising from the student’s 
engagement with their individual context. 
This leads to formation of contemplatives 
in action in a variety of settings.

At the 36th General Congregation 
the Society pledged that the ‘intellectual 
apostolate should be strengthened to 
help in the transformation of our cultures 
and societies’. 

The Society of Jesus in Australia, 
through its commitment to higher 
education, has established an important 
space at JCS to find paths of social 
transformation through research and 
education, inviting the Spirit into the lives 
of individuals and communities, to liberate 
them to find meaning by struggling with big 
questions, so that as global citizens they 
may find God in all things.

Deborah Kent is Chief Executive Officer 
— Principal at Jesuit College of Spirituality

Fr General Arturo Sosa SJ, at the recent gathering of the International Association of Jesuit Universities in Spain, reminded us: 
‘The growing commitment of the Society of Jesus within the university’s endeavour takes on its meaning through the desire to 
effectively contribute to enabling a dignified, full life for each and every human being, both in the present and in the future.’

JCS faculty guide the reflection in 
class sessions and tutorials, and by 
carefully constructed assessment tasks. 
We engage academic staff who are 
competent in teaching the skill of self-
reflection, which facilitates personal 
growth within a student-centred 
curriculum framework. Students are 
expected to apply this reflection in their 
ministerial practice. 

As our educational goal is to develop 
men and women who are competent, 
compassionate and willing to engage 
with their communities, our faculty 
practise ongoing curriculum revision, the 
fruit of their reflection and evaluation of 
the learning process in all units. 

The focus of this critical reflection 
is context, experience, action 
and evaluation.

How does the student’s context 
and experience affect their learning? 
How can their learning be applied? The 
individual’s professional and personal 
transformation is evaluated. 

These learnings are then applied to 
the curriculum to improve the learning 
experience.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Struggling with the big questions at Jesuit College of Spirituality

At Jesuit College of Spirituality (JCS), we aim to establish a community of 

academics, students and professional partners dedicated to the pursuit 

of a deep understanding of the interconnection between personal formation 

and organisational development within an Ignatian framework to empower 

community leadership.

Above: Deep in discussion at the Jesuit College 

of Spirituality.
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The education apostolate has 

been a key part of the formation 

process for Fr Nico Lariosa SJ, who 

was one of three Jesuits ordained to 

the priesthood in June, the other two 

being Frs Alan Wong and Rob Morris.

Nico spent time at St Aloysius’ College 
in Sydney as a scholastic, and returned to 
the ministry this year after the completion 
of his studies in Boston. 

‘I love the way in which students can 
keep you accountable and make you 
authentic’, said Nico in an interview last 
year, just before his return to St Aloysius’. 
‘For me a school is a place where I can 
practise spirituality.’

He said that what draws him to 
education is a desire to accompany young 
people in their search for identity and God. 

‘I don’t see myself as a teacher who 
has all the answers, but a teacher who 
accompanies them in discovering, and also 
accompanies them in their questioning.’

Nico said experiences such as the 
Kairos retreat at St Aloysius’ allows one 
to get to know students from a different 
perspective. 

‘In the classroom sometimes you 
see them as boys in uniform, trying to 
get through the curriculum. But then 
they start telling their stories and their 
difficulties, and being able to accompany 
them in that, I found very moving’, he 
said. ‘Retreats, I think, were the best 
experience of my time at St Aloysius’.’

Meanwhile, Kieran Gill was ordained a 
deacon in Boston in September, along with 
fellow Australian Jesuit scholastics Andy 
Nguyen and Ramesh Richards. Like Nico, 
Kieran says one of the great blessings of 
his time in formation was the opportunity 
to work in Jesuit schools. 

‘It’s a precious opportunity to serve 
parents and to help in the education and 
formation of their children’, said Kieran. 
‘It’s just so enjoyable, engaging and lively 
every day.’

In July, the Jesuits announced the 
beginning of the canonisation process for 
their former Fr General, Pedro Arrupe. 
Kieran says Arrupe’s writings have inspired 
and shaped his approach to teaching.

‘Fr Arrupe articulated the mission of 
Jesuit educational institutions as a mission 

of forming “men and women for others”. 
He described how that mission was 
based on our belief in Jesus Christ, who 
is the man for others’, said Kieran.

‘He helped us to see that our mission 
is to form people who are inspired by 
the person of Jesus, and to form men and 
women who are living out their baptismal 
call to holiness in all aspects of their lives 
and in a whole variety of endeavours.’

Called to accompaniment

Education ministry is a large part of the formation for many young Jesuits. A number of those who were ordained to the 
priesthood and the diaconate this year have spent time in Jesuit schools, while some are continuing their engagement 
beyond ordination, writes Michael McVeigh.  

JESUIT LIFE

WELCOMING OUR NEW JESUIT PRIESTS AND DEACONS
The Australian Province has been blessed with a number of new ordinations to the 
priesthood and diaconate this year. 

Three Jesuits were ordained to the priesthood in June. Fr Nico Lariosa and Fr Alan 
Wong were ordained at St Mary’s North Sydney, while Fr Rob Morris was ordained at 
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

In September, Kieran Gill, Andy Nguyen and Ramesh Richards were ordained 
deacons at St Ignatius’ Church in Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, USA. 

Do you have a desire to use your gifts and talents in the service of God? Does 
the idea of living out your faith at the frontiers of our world — both spiritual 
and physical — excite you? Perhaps you are being called to Jesuit life. To find out 
more, go to www.jesuit.org.au/vocations

Above: (Front row from left) Andy Nguyen SJ, Ramesh Richards SJ and Kieran Gill SJ are 

joined by (back row from left) Fr Hoa Dinh SJ, Eka Tanaya SJ, Brett O’Neill SJ, Fr Rob Morris 

SJ and Fr Andrew Bullen SJ.
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He arrived in Hazaribag in 1958 and within days was put to work by Fr John Moore SJ, 
the legendary founding principal of St Xavier’s College. He went on to serve as teacher 
or principal at a number of either city or village-based schools, taking in a Master of 
Education at Delhi University along the way.

While visiting Australia in September, Fr Slattery reflected that the great beauty of 
the IPP is its adaptability, which allows it to be applied fruitfully whether in an English-
medium school in a city, a Hindi-medium school in a village, or even an education 
program for refugees in Nepal.

‘The paradigm starts off with the context, and that’s key’, he says. ‘The context might 
be different, but the process is the same. You reflect upon the context, the experience, 
and then think what action are you going to take — as a student or, later, as a person 
who’s passed from the school: What are you going to do?’

As this statement reflects, education is a lifelong process, and for Fr Slattery, ongoing 
engagement with former students is vital. He is in contact with many students from the 
schools at which he’s served, and is engaged with the National Jesuit Alumni Association 
for India, which he helped establish in 1995.

‘Through studying in our schools hopefully many of our alumni have picked up the 
spirit of service and other such values’, he says. ‘Some of them need a way of putting 
those ideals into action. Therefore, the Association, which is spread out all over India 
and is quite strong in some places, is very important.’

St Xavier’s Hazaribag’s old boys 
association, for example, provides a 
weekly free medical clinic, a monthly 
psychiatric service, runs blood donation 
drives, and raises funds for the school. 
‘The National Jesuit Alumni Association’s 
motto is “To give and not to count the 
cost.” There are wonderful people who 
are doing that.’

Tim Kroenert

A matter of context: Jesuit education in India

Some men are made for the moment. Fr Bob Slattery SJ was at the seminal 1993 Rome meeting where 
Fr General Peter-Hans Kolvenbach SJ launched the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm and, as secretary of the 
Jesuit Education Association of South Asia, was active in rolling it out across the region.  

INTERNATIONAL

It was, says Fr Slattery with characteristic humility, ‘by chance’ that the 

opportunity ‘landed in my lap … It could have been anybody.’ Of course, 

by 1993 Fr Slattery was already an active educator in India, following more than 

three decades as an educator and education administrator on the subcontinent.

‘ Through studying in our schools 

hopefully many of our alumni 

have picked up the spirit of 

service and other such values.’
Above: Fr Bob Slattery SJ (left) visited 

Australia with Fr Santosh Minj SJ (right), 

Provincial of the Hazaribag Province.
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Vale Fr José-Maria 
Enedáguila SJ

José-Maria Enedáguila died at Residential 
Gardens for Spanish Speaking Frail 
Aged in Western Sydney on 20 April 
2018, aged 83. He had been a Jesuit for 
64 years and a priest for 51.

Born in the Basque country of Spain, 
he entered Burgos Preparatory Military 
Academy after school with a view to 
join the army. There he met a Jesuit 
chaplain who impressed him greatly. That 
led to a retreat, then joining Castilla 
Province of the Society of Jesus (1953). 
All his formation was done in Spain. After 
ordination in 1966, he worked in a school, 
gave retreats and assisted the Master of 
Novices. He made his Solemn Profession 
in 1971.

In 1974, at the age of 39, José-Maria 
moved to Australia to become Catholic 
chaplain to Spanish-speaking migrants in 
Sydney. This was the major apostolate of 
his life, one that he exercised with great 
efficiency for 43 years until his retirement. 

The people he ministered to were 
diverse and scattered over a large area. 
Beginning with few resources, he organised 
the first Spanish school in Villawood (1980) 
and eventually a Misión Católica Hispana 
Centre at Fairfield, which became his base. 

REVIEWS

Book reviews

Patrick O’Sullivan SJ,  
I Call you Friends: 

Friendship with Jesus 

in Daily Life, David 
Lovell Publishing, 
ISBN 9781863551694
The subtitle of 
Fr O’Sullivan’s book 
suggests that its 

readers live in a busy world. The stories 
and quotations that he offers are like the 
fragments of coloured glass that form 
rich patterns in a kaleidoscope, bringing 
together the great themes of the Christian 
life: God’s love for us, our growth in faith 
as gift and not as reward for effort, hanging 
in with prayer, the unity of body and spirit, 
responding to suffering, the death and 
rising of Jesus, the life of God as Trinity, 
and above all our friendship and fascination 
with the risen Jesus. And all this in simple 
and easy language, accompanied by telling 
stories and Fr O’Sullivan’s signature flashes 
of humour.

Andrew Bullen 
SJ, Etiquette 

with Angels, 
David Lovell 
Publishing, ISBN 
9781863551762
For many 
years Fr Bullen 
edited Madonna 

magazine, which David Lovell published 
with gracious care. This collection of 
poems, beautiful to look at and handle, is 
the fruit of their partnership. The poems 
speak to the mind and engage the heart. 
Fr Bullen’s voice is engaging and refined. 
But as with all good poets, he also explores 
the depths that lie happily or ominously in 
relationships, nature, art and experience. In 
these poems they include monstrous deeds 
of our time and sobering aspects of the 
author’s own experience, as well as easily 
overlooked beauty of old churches and 
artefacts and the laughter of the universe. 
His poems make us better for the reading.

Gerald O’Collins SJ,  
A Christology 

of Religions, 

Orbis Books, 
ISBN 9781626982819
In a world of rapid 
communications, 
instant news and 
images from the 

most inaccessible parts of the world, we 
are introduced daily to people from many 
different religious backgrounds. Christian 
theologians have asked more urgently what 
place other religions and the people who 
are nurtured by them have in God’s plan. 
Fr O’Collins’ contribution is to focus on 
the centre of Christian faith: the person 
of Jesus, and particularly on his priesthood 
— his giving of his life for the world, 
his continuing presence with us, and his 
drawing of all people through their hopes 
and their suffering to God. His account 
appeals to the heart as well as to the mind. 
It is a generous book.

He drew on the support of a dedicated 
group of lay people, whom he trained 
through the Cursillos de Cristianad 
(Christianity courses) that he introduced. 
These courses have since spread to all 
Hispanic communities in Australia. 

Thousands benefited from his deep 
spirituality and devotion. Thoroughly 
committed to lay formation and 
collaboration, he gave his all and 
triumphed over many difficulties. 



 Companions Summer 2018 15

WILL YOU HELP TO SUPPORT 

THE WORK OF THE JESUITS?

Australian Jesuits engage in a wide range of work at home and throughout the world. 
We invite you to join us as a friend and colleague in our service of Faith and Justice. 

Your donation or bequest in support of the work of the Australian Jesuits will enable 
Jesuit ministries to support those in need and build a just and more compassionate society. 

Please complete your contact details above so that a receipt can be posted to you. Donations $2 and over are 
tax deductible and will be applied to approved purposes.
Please return this page with completed form to: Australian Jesuit Foundation, C/O PO Box 553, Richmond VIC 3121. 

Donations can also be made at: www.jesuit.org.au/donate

See the variety of ways to seek God’s will for our modern world at www.jesuit.org.au  

Title  .............. First name .................................... Surname .........................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................

Suburb .......................................................Post code  ....................... Phone  ..............................................

Email  .......................................................................................................................................................

I would like to give $    

I enclose my cheque payable to Australian Jesuit Foundation

OR please debit my Credit Card (Please tick):  AMEX  Mastercard  Visa card 

Card no:      
Expiry date  ...../ .....  Name on card  ..............................Signature  ..............................Date  ...................

AUSTRALIAN JESUITS  
FOR A FAITH THAT DOES JUSTICE

I would prefer that my donation be directed to (Please tick):

 Greatest need  Jesuit Refugee Service  Jesuit Social Services

  Spirituality  Other  .............................   
  (please specify) 

 Please tell me more about making a bequest 



Teaching the whole person 
The pursuit of each student’s intellectual development to the full measure 
of God-given talents rightly remains a prominent goal of Jesuit education. 
Its aim, however, has never been simply to amass a store of information or 
preparation for a profession, though these are important in themselves and 
useful to emerging Christian leaders. 

The ultimate aim of Jesuit education is, rather, that full growth of the person 
which leads to action; action, especially, that is suffused with the spirit and presence 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the man for others. 

This goal of action, based on sound understanding and enlivened by contemplation, 
urges students to self-discipline and initiative, to integrity and accuracy. At the 
same time, it judges slip-shod or superficial ways of thinking unworthy of the 
individual and, more important, dangerous to the world he or she is called to serve. 

Former Fr General Peter Hans Kolvenbach SJ, as quoted in Ignatian Pedagogy: A 
Practical Approach, 1993
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