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PROFILE

I noted at the time that Australia was 
geographically large enough to fit 
12 countries (with the exception of China) 
represented in our Jesuit Conference of Asia 
Pacific (JCAP), with some room to spare. 

On the other hand, our population of 
24 million is small compared with more than 
800 million people in those 12 countries, not 
to mention the 1.3 billion in China.

While Australia belongs geographically 
to Asia Pacific, we hold old post-colonial 
ties to England and more recent cultural, 
defence and economic ties to the USA. We 
live in multiple cultural worlds, with growing 
economic dependence on and pressure 
from China, and a desire to seek closer 
partnership with our Asian neighbours.

While we can sometimes feel out of place 
in JCAP culturally, linguistically and religiously 
(our Australian community of practising 
Buddhists and Muslims is relatively small), we 
can also feel the gift of belonging to it. 

Some Jesuits from JCAP often join our 
annual Tertianship program (four this year); 
others come and study here (currently six). 

Jesuit Mission helps develop partnerships 
(e.g. the Jesuit school in East Timor, which will 

have its first graduation class in December 
this year), while many friendships have been 
formed by young adults from Cardoner during 
their immersions in the region. 

There are further Australian links.  
Fr Mark Raper SJ is Myanmar Mission 
Superior; Fr Steve Curtin SJ is coordinator 
of the tertian directors, Fr Brendan Kelly SJ 
the coordinator of novice directors; Fr Robin 
Koning SJ is Delegate for Studies; Fr Quyen 
Vu SJ is Director of Xavier Jesuit School 
in Cambodia; Fr Chris Gleeson SJ is on 
the Ignatian Spirituality Network. Based in 
Bangkok, Fr Michael Kelly SJ is a writer and 
CEO of the Union of Catholic Asian News.

Just as the worshipping face of the 
Australian Church is changing and becoming 
more Asian, so too is membership of our 
Province. We are blessed with men in 
formation who not only remind us of our 
wider Jesuit links and friendships in JCAP, 
but also of the many gifts they bring to our 
Church, nation and Province.

Fr Brian F. McCoy SJ, Provincial
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Dear Friends

In January we hosted in Sydney the six-monthly assembly of the 
Jesuit Major Superiors of Asia Pacific. Our turn as host comes 
every six years or so.

From the Provincial
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CALL TO MISSION

JCAP President Fr Tony Moreno SJ (centre) celebrates Mass at the conclusion of the Sydney meeting. 
Australian Provincial Fr Brian McCoy (right) concelebrates; Alan Wong SJ (left) assists as Deacon.
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TWO NOVICES MAKE THEIR VOWS
On 3 February 2018, two Jesuit novices 
of the Australian Province — Matthew 
Pinson and Isaac Demase — made 
their simple perpetual vows at St Peter 
Canisius House in Pymble, NSW.

Isaac was born in Maryborough, Qld, 
and grew up in Lemnos, Vic. He lived at 
St Mary’s College and Newman College 
in Melbourne as a university student, 
trained as a teacher and worked at the 
FCJ College in Benalla, Vic., before joining 
the Jesuits.

‘I found great satisfaction in being a 
secondary school teacher, but there were 
certain times I felt like I was being called 
to something more’, he tells Companions.

‘After reading certain things on Ignatian 
spirituality, the life of Ignatius and the life 
of Jesuits, I decided maybe that was how I 
was being called to live. My life as a novice 
confirmed that for me.’

Isaac says the possibility of being 
missioned somewhere where he wouldn’t 
have contact with family and friends was 
a challenge. At the same time, friends 
and family were mainly supportive of 
his decision.

‘I’m excited to continue to seek and 
find God in my daily life’, he says, ‘through 
the Jesuits I live with, through my studies 
and my future ministry. I’m excited to live 
each day for and with the Lord.’

Matthew, from Cowra, NSW, 
trained in science, earning a PhD in 
physics from Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology in the USA, and spent 
time doing post-doctoral work at James 
Franck Institute in Chicago before 
entering religious life.

Approaching the end of his PhD and 
trying to work out what he was going 
to do next, he decided he had not been 
giving his faith the priority it deserved. 
‘I started to pray more and pay attention 
to how I could live out my faith in my life’, 
he says.

‘I thought it was just about things I 
could do day to day, or what kind of post-
doctoral position I might be looking at, 
but in fact one day I felt quite a strong call 
to look into become a priest. I’ve been 
following that path ever since.’

Matthew says given his academic 
background, the Jesuits were a good fit. ‘I 
thought it was a group I’d fit well in, I’d find 
the right community around me, people 
who valued that way of seeing the world. 

‘As I got to know them better, it’s 
especially been about being open to 
all sorts of different ways of serving. 
Discernment … trying to weigh things up, 
what’s God really calling me or us to do 
at this particular time?

‘I’m most excited about the people I’ll be 
journeying with,’ he says. ‘Not just the 
Jesuits … I’m sure I’ll keep meeting great 
people to work with and alongside.’

Apology
The Province apologises to Pat Mullins for changes made to the article in his 
name in the last edition of Companions.

Province News

Pictured above and left: 
Matthew Pinson (left) 
and Isaac Demase SJ. 
(Credit: Nico Lariosa SJ)
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ENGAGING WITH JCAP

Fr Tony Moreno SJ assumed the 

role of President of the Asia Pacific 

Conference on 22 November last year. 

While the former Provincial of the 

Philippines Province is used to meeting 

and working with major superiors 

from across the region, he admits he 

still has a great deal to learn about the 

many different areas in which Jesuits 

are working.

‘It’s really a learning curve, getting to 
know the Conference, getting to know 
the region’, he says. ‘People are very 
supportive, and the transition has been 
very smooth.’

He adds: ‘I have followed essentially 
what has been set by my predecessor 
[former JCAP President Mark Raper — 
himself a former Provincial of the Australia 
Province]. Fr Raper made so many inroads. 
Now I am trying to follow through some 
of the initiatives he started.’

The major superiors’ meeting in 
Australia at Pymble in January was his first 
as President. ‘I had a good meeting. It was 
so reassuring and encouraging to see the 
support is there.’

One initiative Fr Moreno will be 
overseeing is the apostolic discernment 
process the Society is currently 
undergoing worldwide. 

The 36th General Congregation 
initiated the process of reviewing the 
apostolic preferences of the Society. 
Each Province, including Australia, has 
begun a discernment process among 
Jesuit communities and lay partners, and 
the Conferences will be bringing their 
ideas together. 

‘In the past we have identified five 
preferences for the global mission — 
China, Africa, the intellectual apostolate, 
migration and the Roman institutions’, says 
Fr Moreno. ‘We’re trying to review that 
now. We need a new mandate for how 
we are going to proceed. It will give us a 
horizon for how we are going to proceed 
as one body.’

The major superiors’ meeting in 
January was the first step in the process 
for the Conference. While normally major 
superiors meet twice a year, this year 
a third meeting will be held in Japan in 
November to bring together results of the 
apostolic discernment. ‘It’s a long process 
and we’re trying to involve as many people 
as possible — Jesuits and lay people.’

Without pre-empting the 
results, Fr Moreno says he believes 
the Asia Pacific region has much 
to offer in informing this global 
discernment process. 

‘We are very diverse. The great 
religions are here — Islam, Buddhism, 
Christianity’, he says. There are also 
many different cultures across the region. 
‘As you go north, it’s a different tradition. 
In the Malay area, it’s different again. In 
Australia, it’s another tradition.’ 

The living out of the faith in such a 
diverse, multicultural, multi-religious 
context is a big challenge, but means 
the Asia Pacific region has a unique 
contribution to make to the discernment 
process, says Fr Moreno.

Engagement with China, which is an 
increasingly important part of the global 
political, economic and social landscape, 
will undoubtedly be one of the areas of 
discernment. ‘We are discerning better 
options to engage China’, says Fr Moreno. 
‘This is a big challenge.’

Another area of interest is vocations; 
the Asia Pacific region has experienced 
the blossoming of vocations in several 
countries, including Vietnam, Myanmar 
and Timor Leste. 

A new horizon for JCAP
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Here are just a few of the ways in which 
Australian ministries collaborate with 
other ministries across the region. 

Education
Schools across the Asia Pacific region 
meet regularly to collaborate and learn 
from each other. Last year, St Ignatius’ 
College Riverview hosted 26 teachers 
from across the region for the Ignatian 
Teachers’ Program. 

The Australia Province, through Jesuit 
Mission, has provided financial support 
for the establishment of the first Jesuit 
school in Timor Leste: Colégio de Santo 
Inácio de Loiola in Kasait. Australian Jesuit 
Fr Quyen Vu helped establish the school 
and has gone on to help found a new 
Jesuit school in Cambodia, Xavier Jesuit 
School, which opened last December 
(see page 14). 

Formation
Jesuits regularly attend formation meetings 
across Asia Pacific. Meanwhile, Jesuits 
from Asia Pacific are among those who 
come to Australia each year to take part 
in the Province’s tertianship program, 
bringing their own gifts to Australian 
Jesuit ministries. 

Social justice
Australia has been deeply involved in 
Reconciliation with Creation efforts 
across Asia Pacific, with Asia Pacific 
Reconciliation with Creation Coordinator 
Fr Pedro Walpole SJ visiting the country 
on a number of occasions. 

Jesuit Social Services has been a 
key contributor in this area, but other 
Province ministries have also contributed. 
Sue Martin, from St Ignatius’ College 
Riverview, was a part of a Jesuit delegation 
to the UN Climate Conference in Bonn, 
Germany, last November. 

Part of Jesuit Social Services’ 
involvement is as leaders of the 
Governance of Natural and Mineral 
Resources (GNMR) Network, one of four 
Global Ignatian Advocacy Networks.

Michael McVeigh

‘In Asia Pacific, Vietnam is one of the 
fastest growing Provinces’, he says. ‘There 
is also some modest growth in Myanmar. 
It is interesting to note that Indonesia, the 
largest Muslim country in the world, has 
more than 300 Jesuits, the biggest number in 
the region.’ 

Fr Moreno says that in his visits to Australia 
— including the visit in January — he has 
seen a number of areas where the Province 
can provide leadership for the rest of 
the Society. 

‘Your professional standards are a very 
important contribution to the Society, to the 
Conference’, he says. 

‘Jesuit-lay collaboration is also something 
we can learn from. Many of your institutions 
are now handled by lay people. We have a 
lot to learn from the Australian experience.’

Jesuit Asia Pacific Conference (JCAP)
The role of the Jesuit Asia Pacific Conference, 
and the Conference President, is to 
promote collaboration across the region, 
and encourage the support of common 
missions such as Myanmar and Timor Leste 
and common works such as the Arrupe 
International Residence and the East Asian 
Pastoral Institute — both in Manila. 

Opposite: Major superiors from JCAP and 
companions gather in Pymble, NSW. 

Left: Former JCAP President Fr Mark Raper 
SJ hands over to new President Fr Tony 
Moreno SJ, while Fr Raper’s predecessor 
Fr Adolfo Nicolás SJ looks on.  

Below: Fr Moreno (centre) celebrates Mass 
in the chapel at St Aloysius’ College at the 
end of the gathering; Australian Provincial 
Fr Brian McCoy SJ (right) concelebrates, 
while Alan Wong SJ (left) assists as Deacon.
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JESUIT MISSION AND JCAP

‘These are big decisions’, he says. 
‘Whatever we build now will be there 
for 50 years.’

The Jesuits are currently working in 
four dioceses in Myanmar. There are 
51 Jesuits in the country in total, with 
over 35 from Myanmar itself. Fr Raper 
is one of two Australians. The other is 
Fr Paul Horan SJ, who is a member of 
the Hazaribag Province. 

Education remains a major focus. 
The main centre is Taunggyi, where the 
primary ministry is an institute of higher 
learning; the St Aloysius Gonzaga Institute 
currently caters for around 450 people. It 
is supported by Jesuit Mission in Australia. 

There are also a number of initiatives 
around Yangon, including Campion 
English Language Institute (also supported 
by Jesuit Mission), which has around 
350 students. In the slum areas around 
Yangon there is a community college, 
an income generation project, and a 
school for primary school students, 
which has been generously supported by 
an Australian family foundation through 
Jesuit Mission. 

‘The problem in Myanmar in education 
is that after six decades of neglect the laws 
and guidelines are still in development by 
the very young civilian arm of government. 
We’re working towards giving a degree 
from one of our Philippines universities, 
and getting support from three or four 
foreign universities to accredit courses.’

Fr Raper says he’s inspired by the young 
people he encounters in their ministries. 
He speaks of some Rohingya people who 
are being educated at the community 
college in Yangon. 

‘Some of them completed university 
studies, but the day before they were 
to graduate they were told they can’t 
graduate because they don’t have identity 
cards. These are stateless people’, says 
Fr Raper. 

‘So we’ve taken them into this 
community college where they combine 
classes and work placements. They’re 
learning office management, accounting 
and filing — all the things to run an office. 
Some Myanmar business owners are 
giving this project great support.

‘These young people are smart and 
motivated, and really want to achieve 

Building foundations for the future

The eyes of the world were on 

Pope Francis when he visited 

Myanmar late last year, but just as 

importantly, so were the eyes of local 

Catholic Church leaders.

Myanmar’s Mission Superior, Fr Mark 
Raper SJ, says the country’s Catholic 
leaders are still adjusting to their role as 
public figures in a country that has seen 
enormous changes over the last ten years. 

‘The Church in Myanmar is located in 
the ethnic minorities’, he says. ‘There’s no 
suppression or persecution of the Church 
as such, but there is discrimination against 
ethnic minorities. 

‘Significant Church people become 
spokespeople for their ethnic minority, 
and this is something new. As civil society 
is expanding in its capacity for people 
to have a free voice, Church leaders are 
expected to say something. It’s new for 
them and they don’t always know how to 
do it.’

One of the initiatives Fr Raper is 
working to establish is the Myanmar 
Leadership Institute. The Jesuits have been 
asked by the Diocese in Yangon to establish 
the institute, which will provide leadership 
education for the next generation of 
leaders, both in the Church and in broader 
society. ‘Offering support for the Church is 
a priority for us’, says Fr Raper. 

While he has been Mission Superior of 
Myanmar from early 2011, since stepping 
down as President of the Jesuit Asia Pacific 
Conference last year Fr Raper has been 
able to devote himself full-time to the role. 

‘It’s delightful just to be concentrating 
on one job, whereas the last six or seven 
years I’ve been moving between Myanmar, 
Timor and Manila.’

He says a great deal of his work in 
Myanmar at the moment is about building 
foundations — building up the capacity of 
the Jesuits and of the people working in 
the current institutions, and establishing 
the institutions that will form the basis of 
future endeavours.
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something. But they can’t get a passport, 
they don’t have an identity in the country. 
It’s very moving to be with them, to 
accompany them.’

Pope Francis has provided a model 
for Myanmar’s Catholic leaders in 
advocating, by engaging in conversations 
with leaders on behalf of minority 
ethnic groups.  

‘That a person of his standing, a moral 
leader known worldwide, should choose 
to go to Myanmar — people felt that as 
an honour’, says Fr Raper. 

‘There was hue and cry about whether 
he would mention the word ‘Rohingya’. 
He chose not to because, as he said, he 
felt it would close the door in the face 
of people and stop the conversation. 
But he indicated he spoke quite directly 
and clearly when he met privately with 
military and civilian leaders.’

Learn how you can support the 
Jesuit programs in Myanmar and 
Timor Leste at jesuitmission.org.au.

Pictured left: Fr Mark Raper SJ greets Pope Francis. Above: Fr Raper (rear centre, in blue shirt) 
with traditional musicians in Myanmar. Right: Superior of the East Timor Region Fr Joaquim Sarmento SJ 
(left) joins celebrations as the quasi-parish of Railaco is canonically erected as a parish (October 2017).

A BIG YEAR IN TIMOR LESTE
This year looks set to be an important one in Timor Leste, with the 
first cohort of students set to graduate from Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola in 
Kasait. The year seven to 12 school was opened in 2013, and this is the first year 
there is a full complement of students. 

‘The school is going very well’, says Timor Leste’s Regional Superior, Fr Joaquim 
Sarmento SJ. ‘Since the beginning, we always have more than twice the applications 
we can accept as students.’ 

‘We have very good buildings and staff. Every year 100 per cent of the students 
pass the national exams. Last year, one of the girls came number one, and another 
was ranked fifth.’

Alongside the college is the Jesuit-run institute for teachers, Instituto São João de 
Brito, which was opened two years ago. Fr Sarmento says that while the school was 
opened first, in many ways it’s the teachers institute that will be more important in 
the country’s future. 

‘That’s what the country needs most. If you have a good teacher you have a good 
school’, he says. ‘This is what we believe can really contribute to education in East 
Timor. Especially in the rural areas. If we can have good teachers for rural areas that 
would be a big help.’

Australians have helped support the school and the teachers institute from 
the beginning, providing expertise in the foundation and construction, and funding 
through Jesuit Mission. Students and teachers from Jesuit and Companion schools 
have also visited the college as part of their annual Timor Leste immersion. 

‘I would like to say thank you for your continued support and encouragement’, 
says Fr Sarmento. ‘As people say, charity is its own reward and we hope this 
support will return in blessings to so many people.’

Michael McVeigh
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South Australia
1 ST IGNATIUS’ CHURCH,  

RESIDENCE AND CENTRE OF  
IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY
Manresa Residence, 
137 William Street,  
Norwood SA 5067; 
T: (08) 8332 0600; 
F: (08) 8364 3750; 
E: office@norwoodparish.org.au; 
https://norwoodcatholicparish.weebly.
com/ 
Loyola Centre of 
Ignatian Spirituality: 
T: (08) 8364 3834; 
E: loyola@cis.jesuit.org.au; 
www.cis.jesuit.org.au/loyola-sa

2 ST IGNATIUS’ COLLEGE
Manresa Court, 
Athelstone SA 5076; 
College www.ignatius.sa.edu.au 
Community: 
T: (08) 8337 5254; 
F: (08) 8334 9371.

3 ST ALOYSIUS’ CHURCH,  
RESIDENCE, CENTRE OF IGNATIAN 
SPIRITUALITY  
AND CELLARS
Sadler House  
Box 13, Sevenhill SA 5453; 
T: (08) 8843 4172; 
F: (08) 8843 4235. 
Sevenhill and Riverton/
Manoora Parishes: 
Tel/F: (08) 8843 4235; 
E: sevenhillparish@bigpond.com 
Sevenhill Cellars: 
T: (08) 8843 4222; 
F: (08) 8843 4382; 
www.sevenhillcellars.com.au 
Sevenhill Centre  
of Ignatian Spirituality: 
T: (08) 8843 4062; 
E: sevenhill@cis.jesuit.org.au; 
www.sevenhillretreat.com.au

3A CATHEDRAL PRESBYTERY
28 Norman Street, 
Port Pirie SA 5540; 
T: (08) 8632 0550; 
F: (08) 8632 0599. 
Office: Diocese of Port Pirie, 
PO Box 1206, 
Port Pirie SA 5540.

Victoria
4 PROVINCIAL OFFICE,  

GUEST HOUSE AND 
SOCIAL MINISTRY
130 Power Street, 
(PO Box 6071), 
Hawthorn VIC 3122; 
Provincial Office:  
T: (03) 9810 7300; 
F: (03) 9810 7388; 
E: provinceoffice@sjasl.org.au; 
www.jesuit.org.au 
Jesuit Mission (Victoria Office) 
130 Power Street,  
Hawthorn Vic 3122; 
(PO Box 6071, Hawthorn Vic 3122) 
T: (03) 9810 7341; 
E: assistant@jesuitmission.org.au; 
www.jesuitmission.org.au

5 IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION PARISH
345 Burwood Road, 
Hawthorn VIC 3122. 
Community: 
T: (03) 9818 1935. 
Parish: 
T: (03) 8862 4000; 
F: (03) 9819 9560; 
E: hawthornparishsec@gmail.com; 
www.immaculateconceptionaust.com

5A OUR LADY OF THE 
ROSARY CHURCH
61 Edmund Street, (PO Box 595) 
Caloundra QLD 4551; 
T: (07) 5491 2011.

6 CAMPION HOUSE  
(INCL AGED CARE),  
CENTRE OF IGNATIAN 
SPIRITUALITY
99 Studley Park Road, 
Kew VIC 3101. 
Community: 
T: (03) 9853 8641; 
F: (03) 9853 3966. 
Campion Centre of 
Ignatian Spirituality 
T: (03) 9854 8110; 
F: (03) 9854 8100; 
E: campion@cis.jesuit.org.au; 
www.cis.jesuit.org.au/campion-vic

6A MARY MACKILLOP RESIDENCE
4 King Street, 
Hawthorn East VIC 3123; 
T: (03) 9861 9634.

7 XAVIER COLLEGE
Barkers Road, 
Kew VIC 3101; 
College www.xavier.vic.edu.au 
Community: 
12 Stanley Street, 
Kew VIC 3101; 
T: (03) 9854 5433; 
F: (03) 9854 5447.

8 MELBOURNE HOUSE OF 
FORMATION  
AND SCHOLARSHIP, 
COLLEGE OF SPIRITUALITY
175 Royal Parade, 
Parkville VIC 3052. 
Faber House: 
T: (03) 9349 4309. 
Jesuit College of Spirituality: 
T: (03) 9448 8276; 
www.jcs.edu.au 
Jesuit Theological College: 
T: (03) 9349 4319; 
E: jtc@jtc.edu.au

8A REDEMPTORIST MONASTERY
190 Vincent Street, 
North Perth WA 6006; 
(PO Box 74 North Perth WA 6906);

8B CORPUS CHRISTI COLLEGE
180 Drummond Street, 
Carlton VIC 3053; 
T: (03) 9657 0230.

8C 30 KENSINGTON TERRACE
Toowong QLD 4066.

8D DARWIN RESIDENCE
1/22 Tipperary Court, 
Stuart Park NT 0820; 
(GPO Box 476 Darwin NT 0801); 
F: (08) 8942 6060.

9 PARK DRIVE COMMUNITY
140 Park Drive, 
Parkville VIC 3052; 
T: 0435 467 947; 
F: (03) 9347 0147.

10 NEWMAN COLLEGE
887 Swanston Street, 
Parkville VIC 3052; 
T: (03) 9347 5577; 
F: (03) 9349 2592; 
www.newman.unimelb.edu.au

11 ST IGNATIUS’ PARISH,  
COMMUNICATIONS  
AND SOCIAL MINISTRY
St Ignatius Church and 
Residence 
326 Church Street, 
Richmond VIC 3121; 
T: (03) 8420 6789; 
F: (03) 9429 3346; 
E: parish@ignatius.org.au; 
www.ignatius.org.au 
Jesuit Communications 
20 The Vaucluse, 
(PO Box 553), 
Richmond VIC 3121; 
T: (03) 9421 9666; 
F: (03) 9421 9600; 
E: communications@jesuit.org.au; 
www.jesuitcommunications.com.au 
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In the Society
70 years

William Dwyer  Ferruccio Romanin 
(HAZ) 

60 years

Anthony Ryan (HAZ)

In the Priesthood
60 years

Guy Carlson  John Prendiville

50 years

Paul Jackson (HAZ) Michael Stoney

William Uren

Recently deceased

Justin King John Reilly 
13 June 1937 11 August 1928 
– 13 February 2017 – 15 March 2017

Paul Gardiner Kevin King 
20 January 1924 14 October 1928 
– 18 March 2017 – 28 March 2017

Jubilarians
Jesuit Social Services 
326 Church Street, 
(PO Box 271), 
Richmond, VIC, 3121; 
T: (03) 9421 7600; 
F: (03) 9421 7699; 
E: jss@jesuit.org.au; 
www.jss.org.au

11A ST MACARTAN’S CHURCH
4 Drake Street, (PO Box 41), 
Mornington VIC 3931; 
T: (03) 5975 2200; 
E: mornington@cam.org.au.

12 ST ANDREW BOBOLA  
POLISH CENTRE
23 Clifton Street, 
Richmond VIC 3121; 
T: (03) 9428 1200; 
F: (03) 9427 7884.

Australian Capital Territory
13 XAVIER HOUSE

122 Empire Circuit, 
Yarralumla ACT 2600; 
T: (02) 6174 2596.

13A OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA
9 Canty Street, 
(PO Box 50) 
Narooma NSW 2546.

New South Wales
14 ST CANICE’S CHURCH  

AND SOCIAL MINISTRY
St Canice’s Presbytery, 
28 Roslyn Street, 
Elizabeth Bay NSW 2011; 
T: (02) 9358 5229; 
F: (02) 9358 3170; 
E: parish@stcanice.com.au; 
www.stcanice.com.au 
Jesuit Refugee Service 
24 Roslyn Street, 
(PO Box 522), 
Kings Cross NSW 1340; 
T: (02) 9356 3888; 
F: (02) 9356 3021; 
E: jrsinfo@jrs.org.au; 
www.jrs.org.au

15 ST IGNATIUS’ COLLEGE RIVERVIEW
Tambourine Bay Road, 
Lane Cove NSW 2066; 
College www.riverview.nsw.edu.au 
Community: 
T: (02) 9882 8229; 
F: (02) 9882 8206.

15A THE BRIDGE COMMUNITY
14 Brilliant Street, (PO Box 9), 
Bathurst NSW 2795.

16 ST ALOYSIUS’ COLLEGE
47 Upper Pitt Street, 
Milsons Point NSW 2061; 
College www.staloysius.nsw.edu.au 
Community: 
Gonzaga, 
36 Jeffreys Street, 
Kirribilli NSW 2061; 
T: (02) 9957 3278; 
F: (02) 9957 2581.

16A BELLARMINE HOUSE
202 Broadway, 
Chippendale NSW 2008; 
(Mail to Jesuit House,  
PO Box 1001 Broadway NSW 2007); 
T: (02) 7902 0850; 
E: director@thecardonerproject.org

17 LOYOLA HOUSE,  
LOYOLA SENIOR  
HIGH SCHOOL,  
HOLY FAMILY PARISH  
AND NOVITIATE
Loyola House: 
18-20 Dudley Street, 
Mount Druitt NSW 2770; 
Tel/F: (02) 9832 1640. 
Loyola Senior High School: 
91 North Parade, (PO Box 145), 
Mount Druitt NSW 2770; 
College www.loyolashs.nsw.edu.au

17A HOLY FAMILY PARISH
254 Luxford Road, 
Emerton NSW 2770; 
(PO Box 86,  
Mount Druitt NSW 2770); 
T: (02) 9628 7272; 
F: (02) 9628 6139.

17B NOVITIATE
19 Bach Avenue and  
and 24 Emert Parade, 
Emerton NSW 2770; 
(PO Box 86,  
Mount Druitt NSW 2770); 
Bach Ave  
T: (02) 8605 2818; 
Emert Parade  
T: (02) 9628 8340.

17C OUR LADY OF 
CONSOLATION HOUSE
St Helen’s Section, 
32 Evans Road, 
Rooty Hill NSW 2766; 
T: (02) 9675 4177.

17D RESIDENTIAL GARDENS  
FOR SPANISH SPEAKING 
FRAIL AGED
420 Woodstock Avenue, 
Rooty Hill NSW 2766; 
Village T: (02) 8887 5555.

17E ST JOSEPH CONFERENCE CENTRE
30 Tyson Road, 
Bringelly NSW 2556; 
(Mail to: 93 The River Road, 
Revesby NSW 2212).

18 OUR LADY OF THE WAY 
PARISHES AND  
SOCIAL MINISTRY
Sacred Heart Residence  
and St Francis Xavier’s Church 
20 MacKenzie Street, 
Lavender Bay NSW 2060; 
(PO Box 189 North Sydney 
NSW 2059); 
T: (02) 8038 6355; 
F: (02) 8918 4125; 
E: olw@sjparishnsw.org.au; 
www.northsydneycatholics.com 
Parish Administration 
Ron Dyer Centre, 
42 Ridge Street (PO Box 1409), 
North Sydney, NSW 2059; 
T: (02) 8918 4101; 
F: (02) 8918 4125; 
E: olw@sjparishnsw.org.au 
Jesuit Mission  
(National Office) 
Ron Dyer Centre, 
42 Ridge Street, 
(PO Box 193), 
North Sydney NSW 2059; 
T: (02) 8918 4109; 
E: admin@jesuitmission.org.au; 
www.jesuitmission.org.au

19 PYMBLE RESIDENCE  
(INCL AGED CARE), 
IGNATIAN FORMATION  
AND CENTRE OF IGNATIAN 
SPIRITUALITY
102 Mona Vale Road, 
Pymble NSW 2073; 
Arrupe House 
T: (02) 9488 4500; 
F: (02) 9488 4519. 
Peter Canisius House 
T: (02) 9488 4524; 
F: (02) 9488 4586; 
www.petercanisiushouse.com.au 
Canisius Centre  
of Ignatian Spirituality: 
T: (02) 9488 4524; 
E: canisius@cis.jesuit.org.au; 
www.canisiusspirituality.org.au 
Ministry of the First 
Spiritual Exercises: 
T: (02) 9488 4500; 
E: home@fsecloud.life

19A ST JOHN’S AGED CARE
11 Exmouth Street, 
Toowong QLD 4066.

19B OUR LADY OF DOLOURS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
94 Archer Street, 
(PO Box 1446); 
Chatswood NSW 2067.

19C MERCY PLACE MONT CLARE
9 Dean Street, 
Claremont WA 6010; 
T: (08) 9383 0000.

19D UNIT 201, 55 YOUNG STREET
Redfern NSW 2016; 
T: (02) 9699 7288.

19E ST PETER’S GREEN
3 Felton Avenue, 
Lane Cove North NSW 2066; 
T: (02) 8413 4000.

International
20 CURIA GENERALIZIA

Borgo S. Spirito 4, 
00193 Roma, Italy; 
T: +39 06 69868 306 
(D Holdcroft); 
T: +39 06 69868 421 
(T Overberg); 
T: +39 06 69868 605  
(M Smith).

21 JESUIT COMMUNITY
167 Sunnyside Avenue, 
Ottawa ON KIS OR2, Canada; 
T: +1 613 730 6029 ext 3.

22 JESUIT COMMUNITY
Georgetown University, 
Washington DC 20057–1200, 
USA; 
T: +1 202 687 5195.

23 WALTER CISZEK HOUSE
190a Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135 USA.

24 ST FRANCIS XAVIER HOUSE
Faber Jesuit Community, 
190B Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135 USA; 
T: +1-617 779-4226.

25 ST ISAAC JOGUES HOUSE
St Peter Faber Community, 
196A Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135 USA.

26 BL. MIGUEL PRO HOUSE
192B Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135 USA.

27 CAMPION HOUSE
192A Foster Street, 
Brighton, MA 02135 USA.

28 LOYOLA HALL
28 Warris Road, 
Lahore 54500 Pakistan; 
Mail to: PO Box 536, 
Lahore 54500 Pakistan; 
(in letters omit ‘Rev’ and ‘SJ’); 
T: +92 321 400 3201 
(Xavier House).

29 XAVIER JESUIT SCHOOL 
SVEY SISOPHON
PO Box 0133, 
Sereisophon Banteay 
Meanchey, Cambodia; 
T: +85 595 816 342.

30 XAVIER HALL
43 Phahonyothin Road, 
Victory Monument, Bangkok 
10400, Thailand.

31 ST PETER CANISIUS HOUSE
17-A Thalawaddy Road, 
Mayangone, Yangon 11061, 
Myanmar.

32 PFLEGEHEIM MARIA 
FRIEDEN
Ebersteinburgerstraße. 8a, 
76530 Baden-Baden, Germany; 
T: +49 7221 302399 392.

 33 FISHER HOUSE
Guildhall Street, 
Cambridge CB2 3NH United 
Kingdom.



Last December and January, two groups of boys from St Aloysius’ College, Sydney, an Old Boy 
and teachers travelled to the Philippines for an immersion – a unique experience allowing 
participants to see life, faith and justice from a different perspective. Principal Mark Tannock, 
Head of Senior School John Williams, and Michele O’Donnell accompanied the group in 
December; Chris Gould, Director of Faith and Justice, Che Walsh-Kemp and Michael Casey 
(SAC 2015) accompanied the January group. From playing basketball with inmates at the 
New Bilibid Prison in Muntinlupa to building houses in disadvantaged areas and interacting 
with often abandoned children, the groups could get involved in many activities, and meet 
people they’d never otherwise encounter. All returned with a fresh sense of purpose, an 
appreciation of our Jesuit mission and a greater sense of being ‘men and women for others’.

College mission takes Aloys to the Philippines 

10 Companions Winter 2018

EDUCATION

Jesuit Directory  
continued

Recently deceased 
continued  

Kevin Penry 
23 March 1933 
– 24 July 2017

John Wilcken 
13 September 1930 
– 3 September 2017

Paul Coleman 
4 February 1927 
– 25 September 2017 

John Doenau 
2 June 1929 
– 25 September 2017

Kenneth McNamara (HAZ) 
28 October 1925 
– 11 October 2017

Tony Smith 
3 June 1947 
– 18 February 2018

3

98
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5

1 2

4

76

10

1 Playing basketball at St Martin De Porres

2 House Building site at Bagong Silang

3 Arriving at the Australia Village in Bagong Silang

4 St Aloysius group outside Manila Cathedral

5 Interaction Games with the Youth leaders from Gawad Kalinga

6 Walking along the Intramuros wall in Manila

7 Passing along the cement at the house building site

8  St Aloysius’ College  and St Joseph’s  School, Kiangan,  
after a friendly game of basketball

9 Enjoying a meal at a restaurant in Bulacan

10 Maam Tess setting up for a meal at Banaue Terrace
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Their heroism lies in the way they 
left the security of their own country, 
entered a foreign culture relatively 
unprepared, and persevered in their 
mission to ‘save’ the Chinese people 
by sharing the Catholic faith they held 
so strongly. 

They worked with 286 Chinese 
Jesuits, a small number of Chinese 
secular clergy, and many lay catechists, 
both male and female.

The period 1842–1950 is a discrete 
period for the Jesuits. They returned 
to China after the restoration of the 
Order in 1814. This book covers the 
time of their presence in China until the 
Communists expelled them in the 1950s.

The aim is to give an overview of 
all the missions of the region, and 
the contrasting understandings of 
Chinese culture. 

The narrative shows significant mission 
growth, especially in religious and secular 
education and social services, as well 
as the number of conversions during 
these years that formed the basis for 
the continuing faith of Catholics during 
the darker Communist years without 
European support. 

Jesuit comments on how Chinese 
culture contrasted with their own are 
enlightening, as was their attempt to adapt 
to such an alien cultural and social system. 

The book indicates differences in 
missionary approaches between the 
various foreign missionaries, although there 
were more similarities than differences. 

A further aim in writing this work was 
to contrast Jesuit missionary methods of 
this second period of Jesuit involvement in 
China with those of the Jesuits during the 
first period of Jesuit involvement in China, 
called the Ricci period, c1600–1773.

I also aimed to give an overview of 
subsequent Jesuit involvement with China 
after 1950, with comments that might be 
helpful for current ministry in China.

The work details the political and 
cultural challenges of the missionaries, 
and how they held in tension perceived 
local needs, with their own cultural 
and theological background, and 
restrictions placed upon them from 
ecclesiastical authorities in Rome and 
local political entities.

An important theme treated is the 
role of the French protectorate, which 
gave financial and military support to the 
missionaries, but was seen by the Chinese 
as part of the European invasion and 
exploitation of China. 

This political connection confused 
the Chinese as to the prime role of the 
missionaries, who constantly iterated 
that their role was purely spiritual. Papal 
letters reinforced this notion, suggesting 
less dependence on French support.

The work of evangelisation by these 
missionaries gives some background to the 
current negotiations between China and 
the Vatican, and how the Church comes 

to terms with political reality. The Church 
can only thrive with political support. 

That said, when the European 
missionaries were expelled from China 
in the 1950s, it was the laity that kept 
the faith alive. The Chinese Church was 
forced to initiate the ‘era of the laity’ well 
before it became a popular theme after 
the Second Vatican Council. 

Today, with strong government control 
of Church governance, the role of the 
laity in keeping the faith alive remains 
crucial for the future spread of the 
Christian Gospels.

Fr David Strong SJ

Researching China

My inspiration for writing A Call to 

Mission (reviewed page 14) was to 

keep alive the memory of 1121 foreign 

Jesuit missionaries to the region of 

Jiangnan, China, from 1842 to 1950. 

Im
age by Jorge Basave

INTELLECTUAL APOSTOLATE

‘ 

The aim is to give  

an overview  

of all the missions  

of the region,  

and the contrasting 

understandings of  

Chinese culture.’ 
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our master plan from day one has been 
shaped by five phrases: a Happy Learning 

Community, Khmer Village, Silence, Safety, 
and Nature. 

A Happy Learning Community includes all 
students, teachers, parents and guardians 
who experience a fun environment in 
which to learn with and from each other. 

The Khmer Village emphasises that 
traditional solidarity and cultural forms 
appropriate to healthy rural villages will 
also characterise our school life. 

Silence — the spiritual search for 
wisdom is common to Buddhism and 
Christianity and other religions. This 
project underlines and promotes 
these values. 

Safety means students should feel safe 
from all hints of menace and violence. 

Nature — the school is located in a 
beautiful natural environment, and seeks 
to raise awareness of the call of Laudato 

Si’ for ecological conversion. This includes 
a conscious effort to restore Cambodia’s 

natural woodland, forests, fruit, and 
vegetable plants. 

These five phrases are shaping our 
school culture. They help us build a strong 
school environment in addition to the 
buildings that are popping up each year. 

Our principal goal is the transformation 
of the current pedagogy of rote learning 
to an inquiry-based, participative 
pedagogy; the transformation of the young 
people from passive to active learners, 
and of our teachers from being providers 
to being mentors. 

We will continue to pursue this goal 
of providing a quality education for the 
next generation of Cambodian youth, and 
to fulfill our dream of a brighter future 
for them.

Fr Quyen Vu SJ

EDUCATION APOSTOLATE

Timor Leste achieved independence 

at a high price. Militias looted 

houses and destroyed almost all 

infrastructure after the referendum 

of 1999. I was one of the Jesuits from 

Australia who volunteered to assist 

during the crisis. 

I was in Timor Leste for over six years as 
part of my involvement in the education 
apostolate and the team that started 
Colégio de Santo Inácio de Loiola in 
Kasait, the first Jesuit high school in 
Timor Leste. 

When I was asked to be part of 
another team to start another first Jesuit 
school, this time in Cambodia, I thought 
I had all the experience I needed. But as I 
began to work with the team in Sisophon, 
I realised my experiences in Timor Leste 
were not enough. 

We encountered many challenges, 
including Cambodia having a different 
government structure, culture, tradition, 
language, religion and ways of proceeding. 
A lot of hard work needed to be done and 
a lot of patience was required. 

Working in both Timor Leste and 
Cambodia, I have learnt the value of 
patience and flexibility. One must be able 
to adjust. Without patience and flexibility, 
one cannot achieve one’s mission and 
ensure that the project is moving in the 
right direction. 

Starting a new school has its rewards 
despite the challenges. One of the biggest 
is seeing the smiles on the faces of the 
students whom we are serving. Education 
is vital to helping young people support 
their family and assist their community 
and country.  

During my graduate studies at Boston 
College, one professor reminded us 
that the key to running a good school 
is to create a culture and environment 
conducive to learning. Buildings are 
needed, but it is the culture and 
environment that are most important. 

At Xavier Jesuit School in Sisophon, 

Left: Bishop Enrique Figaredo 
SJ with a student from Xavier 
Jesuit School in Sisophon. 
Below: A student from the school. 
Bottom right: Students share 
a meal. 

The gift of education to Cambodian youth
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Ken died on 
11 October 2017, 
aged 91.
Born in 
Parramatta, he 
later obtained a 
Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering 

degree at Sydney University. He joined the 
Jesuits in Melbourne in 1948 and by 1956 
was in India. In 1960 he was ordained at 
Kurseong in the foothills of the Himalayas. 

For 26 years Ken was principal of two 
schools, St Joseph’s, Mahuadanr and St 
Xavier’s, Bokaro Steel City. His school 
model at Mahuadanr was introduced 
by the Minister of Education to other 
parts of Bihar State. When principal at 

St Xavier’s, he gave shelter to 600 Sikh 
people after the assassination of PM 
Indira Gandhi by Sikh bodyguards in 1984.

As his health declined, he returned to 
Australia in 2016 after 60 years in India, 
making his last home at Arrupe House, 
Pymble (Sydney).

Tony died on 
18 February 
2018, aged 70.
A colourful 
character 
renowned for his 
pastoral concern, 
Tony had been 

a Jesuit for almost 53 years and a priest 
for 40. 

Born in Perth, he entered the Society 
of Jesus in Melbourne in 1965. Apart from 
1984, when he completed a Diploma in 
Educational Administration at Fordham 
University, NYC, he ministered in Sydney 
from 1979 until his death.

In 1985 Tony was assigned to 
St Aloysius’ College, where he went on to 
become the longest-serving headmaster 
in its history. In 2004 he became Parish 
Priest at North Sydney. He started ‘Father 
Tony’s lunch’, a free Christmas meal for 
200 people. 

Tony had a great gift for encouraging 
people, was humorous about honest 
mistakes, strong in calling things as 
he saw them and willing to take the 
consequences. 

REVIEWS

Book reviews

Gerald O’Collins SJ 
with John Wilkins, 
Lost in Translation: 
The English 
Language and 
the Catholic Mass, 
Liturgical Press  
ISBN 
139780814644577

Fr O’Collins deals with the origins and 
quality of the translation of the Catholic 
Mass used since 2010 by Catholics in 
the English-speaking world. The Second 
Vatican Council made bishops of the 
various language groups responsible for 
translations of the Latin Catholic liturgical 
texts. The committee they established 
commissioned a splendid revised text. 
The Vatican rejected it, replaced the 
committee and commissioned a new 
text based on dogmatic principles of 
translation. Fr O’Collins forensically 
picks apart the process, the principles 
of translation and the deficiencies of the 
current translation. 

David Strong SJ,  
A Call to Mission: 
A History of the 
Jesuits in China 
1842–1954  
(two volumes), 
ATF Press

Fr Strong has worked for more than 
15 years on his magisterial history of Jesuit 
engagement in China. His two volumes 
cover the second phase of the Jesuit 
presence in China. Over the 19th and 20th 
centuries more than 1200 European and 
North American Jesuits were joined by up 
to half that number of Chinese entrants to 
the order. They worked across China until 
the new communist government expelled 
the foreigners and imprisoned most of 
the Chinese. The resulting influx of Jesuits 
into South East Asia then invigorated the 
work of the Jesuit missions there. Essential 
reading for an informed perspective on 
current Vatican-China negotiations.

Tony Campbell SJ,  
Genesis Beyond 
Sources: A New 
Approach,  
ATF Press 
ISBN 
139781925643169

Fr Campbell summarises the fruits of his 
approach to the first books of the Bible. 
He moves away from seeing them as 
gathering together different documents 
into completed works. He sees them 
rather as deliberately composed texts that 
offer different interpretations of God’s 
presence. He writes, ‘Given that the text of 
Genesis One has been so carefully crafted 
in the unfolding of its detail, it is unlikely 
that it was intended to serve as a base 
text for future users. It is not a story to 
be unfolded. It is a text to be heard and 
reflected on. It is supremely a piece of 
theology. It is for theologians to ponder, for 
readers to hear with both wonder and joy.’

Vale Frs Ken McNamara and Tony Smith SJ
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WILL YOU HELP TO SUPPORT 

THE WORK OF THE JESUITS?

Australian Jesuits engage in a wide range of work at home and throughout the world. 
We invite you to join us as a friend and colleague in our service of Faith and Justice. 

Your donation or bequest in support of the work of the Australian Jesuits will enable 
Jesuit ministries to support those in need and build a just and more compassionate society. 

Please complete your contact details above so that a receipt can be posted to you. Donations $2 and over are 
tax deductible and will be applied to approved purposes.
Please return this page with completed form to: Australian Jesuit Foundation, PO Box 6071, Hawthorn VIC 3122. 

Donations can also be made at: www.jesuit.org.au/donate

See the variety of ways to seek God’s will for our modern world at www.jesuit.org.au  

Title  .............. First name .................................... Surname .........................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................

Suburb .......................................................Post code  ....................... Phone  ..............................................

Email  .......................................................................................................................................................

I would like to give $    

I enclose my cheque payable to Australian Jesuit Foundation

OR please debit my Credit Card (Please tick):  AMEX  Mastercard  Visa card 

Card no:      
Expiry date  ...../ .....  Name on card  ..............................Signature  ..............................Date  ...................

AUSTRALIAN JESUITS  
FOR A FAITH THAT DOES JUSTICE

I would prefer that my donation be directed to (Please tick):

 Greatest need  Jesuit Refugee Service  Jesuit Social Services

  Spirituality  Other  .............................   
  (please specify) 

 Please tell me more about making a bequest 

C1703_bequest joint.indd   1 23/03/2017   1:29 PM



PROFILE

Religion and reconciliation in Myanmar
In the great work of national reconciliation and integration, Myanmar’s religious 
communities have a privileged role to play. Religious differences need not be a source 
of division and distrust, but rather a force for unity, forgiveness, tolerance and wise 
nation-building. 

The religions can play a significant role in repairing the emotional, spiritual and 
psychological wounds of those who have suffered in the years of conflict. Drawing 
on deeply-held values, they can help to uproot the causes of conflict, build bridges 
of dialogue, seek justice and be a prophetic voice for all who suffer … 

In seeking to build a culture of encounter and solidarity, they contribute to the 
common good and to laying the indispensable moral foundations for a future of hope 
and prosperity for coming generations.

Pope Francis addresses government authorities, civil societies and the diplomatic corps 
in the Naw Pyi Taw Convention Center, Myanmar, Tuesday 28 November 2017.
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